Philosophy 248 Popular Culture and Philosophy: 

From The Simpsons to The DaVinci Code 
Contemporary television programs, films and popular novels often contain the same issues, questions and probing reflections that philosophers have explored since the time of Plato. On the one hand, stories that are told with skill and imagination in popular culture provide compelling illustrations of ideas treated abstractly by philosophers. Connecting the scenarios found in contemporary culture with the concepts developed by philosophers helps us to make concepts more real for us and to take them more seriously. But sometimes the themes developed in popular culture go beyond the illustration of previously developed ideas and provide explorations that take philosophical thought to unexpected levels, and so offer fresh stimulus for deeper philosophical reflection. In either case, bringing together some of the most prominent works in contemporary popular culture with relevant classical texts of the history of philosophy is both entertaining and intellectually fruitful. The course will discuss The Matrix Trilogy, Star Wars, Mel Gibson’s film The Passion of the Christ, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Woody Allen’s Crimes and Misdemeanors, and Dan Brown’s, The Da Vinci Code.  Classical writings to be discussed: Plato, canonical and Gnostic Gospels, Kant, and Hegel. 
