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+Course Goals

The major goal of this course is to d,cvclop your

critical thinking abilities. In particu;ar, you will

dcvclop skills for undcrstanding and cvaluating

Arguments Ina Varicty of contexts.
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<ourse Outline

This course is broken into three parts:

Part 1: Identifying and undcrstanding the

structure of an argument (units 1 and 2),

Parc2: Assessing arguments of differing forms

(units 3, 4, 5,and 6), and

Part 3: Exploring how to reason logically in

everyday life (unit7).
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Lourse Requirements

The requirements for the course are:
— Participation (10%),
— 13 Problem sets,
— 11 Quizzes with lowest 3 dropped (30%), and

— 3 Exams (60%).
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LGradir

A
),

ﬂlC problem SCCS arc HCithCl’ COHCCth nor gradcd.

[tis up to you to spend as much (or as little) time

on them dS YOU SCC ﬁt o learn thC Sl(IHS thﬁy teach.

(@zzes and exams are grac,cd. The points you earn

on C&Ch Oftj

1CSC arc Normai

izedtoa s-point scale

for Calculating letter gradcs. However, kccp in mind

that this is not zor a curve. Evcryone can getan A

everyone can fail. (Lets aim for the former!)
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D

«Late Policy / Absence

olicy

Please note that this course has very strict late and

absence policies: [ do not accept late assignments, and
you get no “free” absences in chis class. There are only

twoO exc:eptions to this:
1. You and I reach a reasonable accommodation, or
2. You providc me with a signed leteer.

If you do not feel that you can meet these requirements,

plmse 87‘17’0” m éli’lOfl?f?' course.
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+1ne Textbook

LEWIS VAUGHN

& The Power of

@ Critical Thinking ..
Make sure you have a T U
copy of the textbook!
. (/
Let me know right away /

if you have any problems V"
getting a copy. /

OXFORD
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Course Website

Please visit the course website rcgularly:

hitp: //www.andrew.cmu.edu /user /degray/logic /

[t will have the problcm sets, lecture slides, and all

other course materials.
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+Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is embodied by commitments
to honesty, respect, trust, diligence, and rigor in the

pursuit of knowlcdgc.

The most common violation is Copying a neighbor’s

answers on a quiz/ exam. 1o cj_iscouragc this, your

neighbors’ quizzcs /exams will be different from yours.

IfYOU, CVCr {:CCI thC pllH oftcmptation, plcasc SCC IMC

for an alternative course of action.
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. Other Essentials

Please be familiar with the policics in the

SYHQ.‘DU,S fOI' rcasonable accommodations and

chalikenging assignment grades.
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Extra Credit

Extra credit o: Introduce yourself to me at my office
sometime this week. My office is right next to the mens

prayer room on thC ﬁfSt ﬂOOI”.

In addition, cvery problem set has a logic puzzle that you
can solve for extra credit. The Writeup for each is due at the

bcginning of the following Sunday’s class.

Remember: Group work is fine for the extra credit, but you
need to turn in your own work witch responses 1N your own

words. Also, pleasc indicate with whom you worked.

(ourse Introduction—Introduction to Logical Reasoning—Professor Gray 11



+iClickers in the Classroorr

During the semester, Il be using iClickers to gathcr
information on your impressions of the course and

thC marter 1a1 WC arc COvcer 1ng

>

While your iClicker will be “yours throughout

the semester, [ will only know your clickers ID

and not your name. That s, I am following the
iClickers, not pcople’s names. This allows me to
track how your progress while not knowing whose

progress lam secing.
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High

Challenge

Llow

Boredom

Low Skill Level
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+Argument

Consider the following argument:

AH IOSCS arc ﬂOWCfS, and SOIMC ﬂOWCfS fadc

qUJCJ(ly ThCl”CfOFC, SOIMC IroSCS fadc qUICl{ly

Is thisa Logically valid argumcnt? Thatis, does the

conclusion logically follow from the premises?
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+Argument 7

Consider the following argument:

It I have the flu, then I do not feel well.

| do not feel well, so I must have the flu.

Is this a logically valid argumcnt? Thatis, does the

conclusion logically follow from the premises?
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LNext Class. ..

We will start cxploring arguments by looking at their
basic building blocks: statements.

ThC reading 1S a handout, SO make Surc YOU, gCt d COPY

of it before you leave today (or download it from the

course website). In the future, however, youll have to

download any rcadings from the website yoursclf.
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