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<Part |, Problem 1 Solution

[ used to work with this Carnegie Mellon student.
And, man, all of those CMU students are really

socially inept.

J

This argument is a hasty gencralization because it

20CS from the cxamplc of just one socially incpt

CMU student to suggest that 2// CMU students are

like this. There may indeed be some sociall

)

competent CMU stud

ents (like those in t
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his room).



WPart | Problem 2 Solution

Every player on the team is the best in the leaguc. So

the team itself must be the best in the league.

This is a fallacy of composition because itassumes
the attributes (“best in the league”) of the parts (“each
player ona team”) applies to the whole (“the team
itselt”). Itis possible that a team of the best players

COllld Still not bC tilC ‘DCSt tcam. Maybe thﬁy arc too

competitive and dont work well together.

Workshop on Ildentifying Informal ‘Fallacies—Introduction to Logical Reasoning—David Emmanuel Gray



Part |, Problem 3 Solution

Geraldo says that the students who cheat on exams

should not automatically be Cxpellec_ from school.

He is Clearly wrong because it is ridiculous to insist

that StUdCHtS ShOUld_ NCever bC punished fOI' Cheating.

Geraldo is being treated by a straw man because the
argument here misrepresents his position as being

clearly unacceptabj.e. BUI IlOWhCFC dOCS Geraldo say

that StUdCIltS ShOUJLd neoer bC PllIliSth. HC 1S only

saying that the punishment need not be so severe.
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Part |, Problem 4 Solution

The new Land Cruiser is the best automobile on the

road. Picture the frightened looks on people’s faces as

they scram

pull behind

[L.and Cruiser. Imagine a

ble to get out of your way when you rapidly

up them ﬂashing your hea(j,lights in your
| that speed and power!

This is an appeal to emotions (probably Vanity> that

having this vehicle makes you powerful and one to be

fC&I’Cd and/or I'CSPCCth on thC I’O&d. Bllt, OfCOllI'SC,

having a Land Cruiser may not do thisatall.
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Part |, Problem 5 Solution

Random (f_rug testing in schools is very effective in

I'CdllCiIlg d,rug UscC bccause thC regular usc OfthC

tcsting makes drug use less likely.

T}liS ar gument ngS thC qllCStiOIl because bOth 1tS

premisc and conclusion say basically the same tning.

The conclusion says testing reduces drug use. The
reason is because testing makes drug use less likely,
which is just another way of saying that testing

I'CdllCCS drug UuscC.
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WPart | Problem 6 So

lution

ThC study fOU,Ild that 80 PCYCCI]'E ofwomen WhO tOOk

the drug daily had no recurrence of

breast CaNnccr.

But that study does not mean anything. After all, che

Stlldy was f llIldCd n par C by thC Company that makes

the drug,

This commits the genetic fallacy because it says that

d Claim <th€ efﬁcacy ofa dl’ll%) ShOUd

d be disregarded

because OfitS sSOurce (thC drug COm:

pany).
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Part |, Problem / Solution

Of course there is 2 God. Almost every civilization in

history has believed in a deity of some kind.

This is an appeal to tradition, saying that a position
(God exists) must be accepted because such a
position has been a part of a tradition (that of “almost
every civilization in history”). This may also be an
appeal to popularity by saying that a substantial
amount of people throughout history agree that

there is a God, and so God must exist.
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Part |, Problem 8 Solution

How can you expect the majority of the VOtErs, who
rent but dont own property and don't have to pay the
tax, to care if the tax burden of others is made even

more unfair?

This complex question asserts two claims while

evading the responsibility ot detending them: (1) the

tax is already unfair and (2) those who rent rather

than own their homes will not be affected by the tax.

Neither of these may be true.
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Part | Problem @ Solutior

Of course afhirmative action proorams are cood. Those

who resist these programs may deny that they arc racists,
but the truch is that their real motivation is racism, a belief

in the inherent inferiority of African-Americans and people

of mixed racial backgrounds.

This is an abusive ad hominem, asserting, that those opposed
to this argument’s conclusion must be racist. This could also
poison the well by ending rational discourse, because this
argument leaves no room for reasonable dissent. After all,

who wants to waste time arguing with racist bigots?
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Part Il Problem 1 Solution

All of us cannot be famous, because all of us cannot

bC WCH known.

ThiS argument ngS thC qllCSti()Il because not being

famous is simply the same as not being well known.
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WPart Il Problem 2 Solution

If science wishes to argue that we cannot know what was going on in
[the gorilla] Binti's head when she acted as she did, science must also
acknowledge that it cannot prove that nothing was going on. It is
because of our irresolvable ignorance, as much as fellow-feeling, that we
should give animals the benefit of doubt and treat them with the respect

we accord ourselves.

This is an appeal to ignorance. We cannot justify any important
conclusions about an animal from the fact that we cannot prove that
nothing is going on its head! (Obviously they want to assert that,
absence proof to the contrary, we must assume animals can think or feel
in morally important ways.) This is also involves a red herring in that
treating animals with the respect we accord ourselves (our obligation
according to the authors) has no relation to our ignorance of their inner
psychological and emotional states.
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Part Il Problem 3 Solution

OUI' P&PCF Certainly dCSCfVCS thC SLIPPOIT OfCVCI”y

German. We shall continue to forward copies of it to

YOU., and hOPC that YOU. Wlll notwant to CX:;)OSC YOU.I'Sle

to U.IlfOI' tunate COI]SC(]U.CHCCS in thC CascC Of Cancellation.

The argument for subscribing to the newspaper 1S
a thinly veiled appeal to force. You wouldn't want

thOSC “U,IlfOl” tunate COHSCqUCHCCS)Z I 1ght>
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Sart ||

Problem 4 Solution

[ would not live forever, because we should notlive

forever, beeause lfWC WCIC SU.PPOSCd o liVC {:OI'CVCI',

then we would live forever, butwe cannot live

forever, which is Why [ would not live forever.

This is a delighttul stew of tallacies, the primary

ingredient |

being begging the question (by

repeating t

he conclusion as a premise) with a

hint of red herring (the references to whether

human are supposed to live forever or not).
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Part Il Problem 5 Solutior

It today you can make teaching evolution in pubJ.ic schools

a Crime, then tomorrow you can make it a crime to teach it

in private schools. T]

educational material

nen you can ban books and other

s that mention evolution. And then

Y()ll can ban thC VCI‘Y W()I'd from all diSCOllI'SC. And then thC

anti-science bigots will have won.

The conclusion says to not ban teaching evolution in public

SChOOl It dCfCﬂdS thlS Wlth d SllPPCl’y SlOPC about hOW

SU.Ch d

DAN WOlllG 1nev1tably 1

COHSC(}

uences.

A1

CSC COHSCQ UCNCCES arc harc
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ead o ﬁll”th@l’ disastrous
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Next Class. ..

We move into the final unit of the course by looking

at common informal logical fallacies.
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