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Course Goals

The major goal of this course is to develop your
critical thinking abilities. In particular, you will
develop skills tor understanding and evaluating

arguments Ina Variety of contexts.

Since the emphasis of this course is on logzm/
reasoning, you will learn to use a Variety of

fOI' mal methods fOI' ar gument analysis.
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. ourse Requirements

All course requirements are designcd to help you

develop these abilities and learn these methods.
— Attendance/Participation (10%),
— 14 problem scts,
~ 11 Quizzes with lowest 3 dropped (30%), and

— 3 Exams (60%).
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»Crading

The problem sets are neither collected nor graded. It
IS Up to you to spcnd as much (or as little) time on

them N YOU. SCC ﬁt to leam thC SklllS thCy teach.

(@zzes and exams are gradcd. The points you earn
on cach of these are normalized to a 6-point scale for
calculating letter grades. However, keep in mind that
this is not 7oz a curve. Everyone can getan A;

cveryone can fail. (Lets aim for the former!)
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Course Outline

This course is broken into three parts:

Part 1: Identifying and understanding the

structure of an argument (units 1 and 2.),

Part 2: Assessing arguments of differing forms

(units 3, 4, 5, and 6), and

Part 3: Avoiding tallacies and other ineffective

forms of reasoning (unit 7).
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Other Essentials

& The Power of

@ Critical Thinking ...
Make sure you have a e S ——

Ordinary and Extraordinary Claims

copy of the textbook!
Let me know right away /

if you have any problems | /
getting a copy. A

OXFORD
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Other Essentials

Please visit the course website regularly:

hitp: / /www.andrew.cmu.edu /user /degray /logic/

[t will have the problem sets, lecture slides, and all
other course materials. Bookmark it. A link to the

WCbSitC can also bC fOllIld on Blackboard.
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Other Essentials

Please be familiar with the policies in the

SYH&WDUS {:Ol' reasonable accommodations and

Chalienging assignment grades.
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Clickers in the Classroom

During the semester, I'll be using clickers to gather

information on how pcople are ﬁnding the course

material. [ will then use this information to augment

thC COUrsc as thC SCMcSter pI’OgI'CSSCS.

While your clicker will be “your’s” t

I oughout thC

semester, | will only know your clic

cers ID # and not

your name. Thatis, I am following clickers, not

names. Lhis allows me to track how people’s VICWS

CVOlVC, bllt not l(IlOW WhOSC VIEWS thfly arc.
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Clickers

Follow the on screen instructions for the roll call co

register your clicker to you. This is now your clicker

for the entire semester.
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LAN Aragument
U/

Consider the following argument:

George W. Bush was winning the war on terror. This is
because while he was President there were no successful
terrorist attacks on American soil after 9/11. For if Bush
was winning the war on terror, then there would be no

successful terrorist attacks on American soil after 9/11.
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Next Class. ..

We will start exploring arguments by looking at their

basic building blocks: statements.

The reading is a handout, so mal

KC SUrc YOU, gCt d COpy

of it before you leave today (or

course website).
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