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Neutral vs. Emotive language

Compare the headlines:

FATHER KILLS DAUGHTER
MUSLIM KILLS DAUGHTER

Do these mean the same thing or arc they different?
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+Neutral vs. Emotive language

Denotation: The literal or primary meaning of a

WOI'd or phrase.

Connotation: The idea or feeling that aword or

phrase invokes in a person.
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«1he Conjugation Game

lam ﬁrm. You are obstinate. He is a ng—/omdml foo/.

lam m’g/oteomé/ z'ndz’gmmt. You are &mnoym’. He is
makz’ng a fms about nothz’ng.

[ have reconsidered it. You have c/mngm’ your mind. He

has gone back on his word.
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L LDispute

[ ] [ ]
ClE O A Olw

Disputes over Beliefs (Facts): When the parties
disagree over what they take to be the correct facts of

some given situation.

Disputes over Attitudes (Values): When the parties

disagree in their evaluations of some given situation.

Of course, many disputes may involve disagreements
over both beliefs (faets) and attitudes (Values).
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+Analyzing a Dispute

A: Key West, Florida is much more beautiful
than Doha, Qatar.

B: Noitisnt. Doha is way more beautiful.

In this dispute, A and B disagree over a statement
asserting that Key West is more beautiful than Doha,
with A afhrming itand B denying it. This is best
described asa disagreement over attitudes (values),

with A more positive about Key West than B is.
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+Analyzing a Dispute

A: Key West, Florida is further south
than Doha, Qatar.

B: No, it is Doha that is furcher south.

In this dispute, Aand B disagree over a statement

asserting that Doha is further south than Key West,

with B afﬁrmmg itand A denymg it. This is best

C

CSCI led dS 4 dlsagr cement over bClleS (facts) since

t

nere1s a fact ofgeography that COuld SCtth 1.
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Problem ]

Analyze the following dispute:
A: Absence makes the heart grow fonder.

B: Outof sight, out of mind.
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»Disputes and Ambiguity

Merely Verbal Dispute: When the disagreement

between the parties rests primarij‘y on different
understandings of aword or phrase. The conflictis

I CSOlVCd by having them agr cC On hOW thCy ShOllld

use this word or phrase.
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»Disputes and Ambiguity

()bviously Genuine Dispute: Thereisa very real

r‘

disagreement between the parties (either in belief or
in attitude or in both), and this disagreement does
Nnot rest on any confusion concerning ambiguous

WOI'dS or phrases.
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»Disputes and Ambiguity

Apparently Verbal but Really Genuine: There is not
a shared understanding of some word or phrase, but
resolVing this disagreement 1S not likely to settle the

deeper disagreement between the partics.
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+Analyzing a Dispute

A: You need to take Introduction to Logieal

Reasoning to graduate from the journalism program.
B: Actually, | can take a course on statistics instead.

In this dispute, A and B disagree over a statement
asserting that journalism Majors must take this course,
with A aﬁrming itand B denying it. This is best described
asa obviously genuine dispute (no ambiguities to blame),

andita dispute over beliefs involving a factual mareer.
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+Analyzing a Dispute

A: Qatar is the most prosperous country in the world, just

look atits incredible GDP.

B: No, it is not. The life expectancy of the average Qatari is

lower than that of the average Albanian (a poor Country).

In this dispute, A and B disagree over a statement asserting that
Qatar is the most prosperous country, with A forand B against.
This is apparently verbal, with the word “prosperous” being used
differendy by A and B, butitis really genuine since thereis a
clear dispute over attitudes (values) concerning Qatar, with A

seeming to approve of Qatarand B seeming to disapprove of it.
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W Probl

Analyze the following dispute:

A: Mahais a freshman joumalism

student at NU-Q.

B: No sheisnt! She’s a senior studying
computer science at CMU-Q.
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JProblem 3

Analyze the following dispute:
A: The people who built the pyramids were slaves

because thﬁy WCIC fOI'CCd o dO thC WOl'l(.

B: NO, thﬁy were not slaves. They WCIC giVCH fOOd,

clothing, and lodging while they worked.
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Next Class. ..

We will have a review for exam #1. The exam icself is

this Thursday.

In the meantime, practice, practice, practicc!
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