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Course Goals

The major goal of this course is to dcvciop your critical thinking abilities.
In particular, you will devciop skills for understanding and evaluating

the iogicai scructure of arguments Ina Varicty of contexts.

(ourse Introduction—Introduction to Logical Reasoning—Professor Gray 2



Course Outline

This course is broken into three parts:

Partr: Identifying and understanding the scructure of an argument

(units 1 and 2),

Part2: Assessing arguments of differing forms (units 3, 4, 5,and 6),

and

Part 3: Exploring how to reason in everyday life (unit 7).
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Course Requirements

The requirements for the course are:
— Participation (10%),
— 13 Problem sets,
— 11 Quizzes, with lowest 2 dropped (30%), and

— 3 Exams (60%).
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Grading

TlC problcm SCts arc HCitth COllCCth nor gr adcd. It 1S Up O YOU. O

s‘pcnd as much (or as little) time on them as you see fit to learn the

skills thcy teach.

(@zzes and exams are graded. The points you €arn on cach assignment
will vary, so scores are normalized to a s-point scale for detcrmining lecter
grades. However, kccp in mind that this is zor a curve. Evcryonc: can

get an A; everyone can fail. (Lets aim for the former!)
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Jate Assignment & Absence Policies

Please note that chis course has cxtremely strict late assignment and

abscnce POhCiCSZ I dO 70t acccpt latc: assignmcnts, and YOU gCt 720 “fr CC)

absences. There is only one Cxccption to this:

YOU and | agrec ona rsasonable accommodation P?” 107 €O 'Eh@

original due date or the date you miss class.

!f you dO not feel t/mtyou can meet t/)ese A €qlti7' ements, plmse Enr 0” mn

another course.
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Course Website

Please visit the course website rcgularly:

htto: //www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/degray/logic/

[ will have the readings (cthere is 720 textbook), problem sets, lecture

s]ides, and all ocher course materials.
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Academic Integrity

Academic intcgrity is embodied by commitments to honesty, respect,

trust, diligencc, and rigor in the pursuit of knowledge.

The most common violation is copying a ncighbor’s AnNsSwers on a quiz
or an exam. 1o discouragc this, | create multiple versions of all quizzes

and exams. Your quizzes and exams will therefore be different from

those of your neighbors.

RC%Q.I’C“CSS, lf YOU, CVCI fCCl thC pUH oftemptation, plCS.SC SCC IMNC fOl’ an

alternative course of action.

Finally, YOU arc CXPCCth tor cad thiS cour SC)S Honor COdC and Sign

the Honor Agrccmcnt indicating that you will adhere to that code.
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Other Essentials

If YOU CXPCC'E to miss a ClaSS or bC unabie O take d qUiZ O CXaIn as
SCthUlCd, please notify me 7z &l&l]Z/&lﬁ% SO WC Can agr cconar easonable
accommodation. SUCh aeeornmodations usuaiiy carr y d penaity: YOUF
gr ade on tl’lC assignrnent rnay bC I'CdU.CCd, or YOU, may have o dO cxtra
WOrl(. ’H”ICI” CfOI' G, WhCﬂ pI‘ OpOSng ar easonable aeeornmodation YOU,
must bC pr epar Cd O state what YOU take o bC d fair penaity giVCIl thC

particularities of your clrcumstances.

You have o7e week to challenge an assignments grade. To do so, you
must return the graded assignment with a ciearly written explanation

of your reasoning for Chaiienging 1ts grade.
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Extra Credit

Extracr Cdit O: IHthdUCC YOUF SletO me at my OH:ICC sometime thiS

week. My office is right next to the men’s praycr room on the first floor.

In addition, every Weekly pl’Oble set has a logic puzzle that you can
solve for extra credit. The write up for cach is due at the bcginning of

the following Sunday’s class.

Remember : GI’ OU.p WOI’I( 1S ﬁHC fOl’ thC cXtra Ccr Cdit, bllt >/OU. HCCd O
turn in YOUK owin WOfl( Wlth I CSPOHSCS n YOU.I' OwWnn WOde. AISO, plcasc

indicate with whom you worked.
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Argument |

Consider the following argument:

AH IOSCS arc HOWCI' S, and SOIMC ﬂOWCI’ S f&d@ qUICkly ThCI’ CfOf G,

SOIMC IOSCS f&d@ qUICkly

Is this a logically valid argument? That s, does the conclusion logically
follow from the premises?
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Argument 2

Consider the following argument:

If science can prove that God is dead, then God is dead. But science

cannot prove that God is dead. Therefore, God is not dead.

Is thisa logically valid argument? That s, does the conclusion logicaﬂy
follow from the premises?
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Next Class...

We bcgin our study of informal logical reasoning by looking at the

basic buﬂding blocks of arguments: statcments.

Make sure you visit the course’s website so that you can download this

WCCI()S pf oblem sct as WCH dS thC I cading YOU arc CXPCCth O have I ead

fOl’ nexe ClaSS.

AlSO, please dO not fOl’ g@t to turn in YOUI’ fCSpOHSC O thC LCCthC #1

(@stionnairc on your way out.

(ourse Introduction—Introduction to Logical Reasoning—Professor Gray 18



