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CUT-A

THE BABY

I hereby acknowledge that as a student in this class, I have read the sections on Academic Integrity and the Carnegie Mellon Code from
page 15 of the syllabus. I intend to adhere to both the letter and spirit that these seek to embody. If I am ever tempted to violate the
Carnegie Mellon Code, I will seek help from the professor in order to find an alternative course of action. If I have any questions about
academic integrity or the Carnegie Mellon Code, I will ask.

Today’s Date:

Print Your Name:

Sign Your Name:

By
. >
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» Tweet at least 5 times between each class meeting using the #BSE19 hashtag

» Tweets must be relevant, substantive, and respectful

tweets minimum are
expected from you

» Email me (degray@cmu.edu) your account name(s) by Monday, 14 January at 5:00pm  during the semester

RATCLIFFE, 2016
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Course Information

Instructor Professor David Emmanuel Gray

Contact CMUQ 1039, degray@cmu.edu, @ProfessorDEG

Office hours By appointment, or whenever the instructor’s office door is open
Class time Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9:30am-10:20am

Class location CMuUQ 2152

Syllabus PDEF.

Twitter #BSE19.

Teaching Assistant Fatema Alsayed, CMUQ 1207, fks@andrew.cmu.edu, @fatemaks
Course Assistants Menna Moussa, mmoussa@andrew.cmu.edu, @ MennaMoussa25

Grading
¢ Participation (Twitter) 15%
¢ 4 Unit Exams 60%
Lowest unit exam is dropped.
e Final Exam 25%

Grade Calculator (Excel)

Schedule

Date Topic/Readings Assignments

1/13 (Sun) Business Ethics From a Philosophical Perspective (Unit #1) (slides)

1/15 (Tue) Business Ethics From a Philosophical Perspective (slides)
Reading_Guide.
Rachels & Rachels, “What Is Morality?”
Optional: Lin, “The Ethical Dilemma of Self-Driving Cars” (local file).

1/17 (Thu) Business Ethics From a Philosophical Perspective (slides)
Reading Guide.
Sen, “Does Business Ethics Make Economic Sense?”
Optional: Harris Interactive, “Only One-Quarter of Americans Say Banks are Honest and Trustworthy”.

1/20 (Sun) Business Ethics From a Philosophical Perspective (slides)
Reading_Guide.
Rachels & Rachels, “Subjectivism in Ethics”.

1/22 (Tue) Business Ethics From a Philosophical Perspective (slides)
Reading_Guide.
Weinstein, “If It’s Legal, It’s Ethical... Right?”
Optional: Cannon, “Tylenol’'s Rebound”.

1/24 (Thu) Business Ethics From a Philosophical Perspective (slides)
Reading_Guide.
Donaldson, “Values in Tension: Ethics Away from Home”.
Optional: Zoepf, “Shopgirls”.

1/27 (Sun) Business Ethics From a Philosophical Perspective (slides)
Reading_Guide.
Case Study: “Vodafone Qatar’s Amazon Adventure”.

1/29 (Tue) Business Ethics From a Philosophical Perspective (slides)
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Course Informatiol

e Moral Philosophy What Is Morality?

Office hours
Class time

Class location : : 5
Syllabus We are discussing no small matter, but how we ought to live.

Twitter SFVENTH EDITION SOCRATES, IN PLATO’S REPUBLIC (ca. 390 B.C.)

Teaching Assistant
Course Assistants

1.1. The Problem of Definition

Grading
Moral philosophy 1s the study of what morality 1s and what it
. Pa:thici:ation (Twitter) requires of us. As Socrates said, it’s about “how we ought to
¢ 4 Unit Exams FonY , . £ : 5
| owest unit exam is OB 11.V€ —and why. It w?uld be hfalpful if we could' be.gm with a
o Final Exam simple, uncontroversial definition of what morality is, but that
turns out to be impossible. There are many rival theories, each
Grade Galculator (Exce) JAMES RACHELS expounding a different conception of what it means to live
Schedule morally, .and.any deﬁnltlop that goes beyond Socrates’s simple
Editions 5—7 by formulation 1s bound to offend at least one of them.
Date Topic/Re This should make us cautious, but it need not paralyze us.
1/13 (Sun)  Busines In this chapter, I will describe the “minimum conception” of
1115 (Tue) g:asz?:s STUART RACHELS morality. As the name suggests, the minimum conception 18 a
Rachal core that every moral theory should accept, at least as a starting
Optional point.
117 (Thu)  Busines
Reading.
Sen, “Da
Optional
1/20 (Sun)  Busines
Reading
Rachels
1/22 (Tue) Busines
Reading.
Weinstei
Optional —_—
1/24 (Thu) Busines C?gg I%Ct
Reading -
Donalds Succeed
Optional -
1/27 (Sun)  Busines
Reading.
Case Stt
1/29 (Tue)  Busines 1

Reading
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Course Informatiol

Instructor

Contact

Office hours
Class time

Moral PJ

Class location

Syllabus
Twitter

Teaching Assistant
Course Assistants

Grading

e Participation (Twitter)

e 4 Unit Exams

Lowest unit exam is drc

¢ Final Exam

Grade Calculator (Excel)

Schedule

Date

1/13 (Sun)
1/15 (Tue)

117 (Thu)

JAMES R/

Editions
Topic/Re

Busines

Busines STUA RT R

Reading
Rachels
Optional

Busines
Reading.
Sen, ‘Do
Optional

1/20 (Sun)

1/22 (Tue)

1/24 (Thu)

Busines
Reading
Rachels

Busines
Reading
Weinstei
Optional

Busines
Reading.
Donaldst¢
Optional

1/27 (Sun)

1/29 (Tue)

Busines
Reading.
Case Stt

Busines
Reading
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Business,
Society & Ethics &

The Domain of Ethics

andrew.cmu.edu

Reading Guide #1

Instructions

When doing the reading for this class, there are the two basic
kinds of information you need to understand:

1. What are the main points or conclusions that an author accepts
with respect to a particular issue?

2. What are the reasons, important considerations, and evidence
that lead the author to accept that conclusion?

For our purposes, it is information of the second sort that will be our
primary concern since our most basic task is to evaluate the reasons
and evidence that are offered to support accepting one possible
position on an issue, rather than another.

Reading

Rachels, J., & Rachels, S. (2012). What Is Morality? In The Elements
of Moral Philosophy (7™ ed., pp. 9-13). New York, NY: McGraw-
Hill.

Optional: Lin, P. (2015, December 8). The Ethical Dilemma of Self-
Driving Cars. [Online video]. Y. Du (Dir.). TED-Ed Originals.
Retrieved August 14, 2016, from http://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-
ethical-dilemma-of-self-driving-cars-patrick-lin.

Questions

As you read, keep these questions in mind:

1. According to James Rachels and Stuart Rachels, what does
moral philosophy seek to better understand?

(Hint: they quote Socrates on this matter.)

2. What do Rachels and Rachels believe about the role of reason
and impartiality in morality?

3. Putting all this together, what do Rachels and Rachels mean by
the “minimum conception of morality”?

4. Google, Uber, and other tech companies are developing
self-driving cars. This requires the companies to decide how
their vehicles should respond in situations where there is no
choice but to harm someone.

For instance, what if a self-driving car is going over a bridge
when suddenly it is about to crash into a school bus full of
children. Should the self-driving car be programmed to auto-
matically swerve off the bridge, likely killing the car’s driver
but saving those children on the bus? How might the minimum
conception of morality advise these companies?

(For more details, see the optional video by Patrick Lin.)

To answer these questions you will have to reflect critically on
what you have read and possibly re-read important passages.

Although I strongly suggest that you write out brief answers
to these questions, you do not have to turn in written responses.
You do, however, need to be prepared to speak intelligently about
these issues at our next class meeting.

O live.
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TAKE NOTES!

Bus-i ness, . Spring 15 January, 2019 | Lecture Guide #1
Society & Ethics &

The Domain of Ethics

Please note that I will be using words like “ethics” and “morality” interchangeably. For our purposes in this course, they mean the exact same
thing. (A more advanced course in metaethics might tease out any differences between these words.)

“We are discussing no small matter, but

% how we ought to live.”

What does the above quote mean?

A False Dichotomy?
Business Decisions Moral Decisions

At what price should our business Should we raise our price to
sell bottled water? QAR 5,000 per bottle during a crisis?

How should we manage our supply Should we outsource to sweatshops
chain in Asia? in Bangladesh or China?
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Is it okay to misrepresent our
earnings at the CEO’s request?

Should we suppress studies that
show our product causes cancer?
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A False Dichotomy?

Business Decisions

Moral Decisions

At what price should our business
sell bottled water?

How should we manage our supply
chain in Asia?



A False Dichotomy?

Business Decisions

Moral Decisions

At what price should our business
sell bottled water?

How should we manage our supply
chain in Asia?

[s it okay to misrepresent our
earnings at the CEO’s request?

Should we suppress studies that
show our product causes cancer?
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Business Decisions

Moral Decisions

At what price should our business
sell bottled water?

How should we manage our supply
chain in Asia?

[s it okay to misrepresent our
earnings at the CEO’s request?

Should we suppress studies that
show our product causes cancer?
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Moral Decisions

At what price should our business
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chain in Asia?



A False Dichotomy?

Business Decisions

Moral Decisions

At what price should our business Should we raise our price to
sell bottled water? QAR 5,000 per bottle during a crisis?



A False Dichotomy?

Business Decisions

Moral Decisions

How should we manage our supply Should we outsource to sweatshops
chain in Asia? in Bangladesh or China?



A False Dichotomy?

Business Decisions

At what price should our business
sell bottled water?

How should we manage our supply
chain in Asia?

Moral Decisions

Should we raise our price to
QAR 5,000 per bottle during a crisis?

Should we outsource to sweatshops
in Bangladesh or China?

[s it okay to misrepresent our
earnings at the CEO’s request?

Should we suppress studies that
show our product causes cancer?
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Born Name: Benedict Timothy Carlton Cumberbatch.
Age: 4l.

Sun Sign: Cancer.

Place of Birth: London.

Height: 183 cwm.

Weight: 78 xa.

Natural Hair Color: Auburn.

Eye Color: Blue-Green.

Religion: Buddhism.

Favorite Authors: Vladimir Vladimirovich Nabokov,
Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Charles Dickens, and Paul Auster.

Favorite Sports: Skydiving, hot-air ballooning, scuba
diving, snowboarding, horse-riding, and motor-bikes.

Descriptive Claims

DATA: “BENEDICT CUMBERBATCH HEIGHT WEIGHT BODY STATISTICS”, 2017
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Next Class

The Value of Business Ethics

We consider an argument from Amartya Sen (1993) claiming that business
ethics is not only good for society but also good for businesses as well. (Sen
is also famous for winning the 1998 Nobel Prize in Economics.)
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representation]. Wikimedia Commons. Retrieved January 7, 2018, from https://
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Malmaison2,jpg. (Original work of art from 1800).
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