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Abstract

The online appendix contains additional empirical analyses referenced in the main text.

Figure A.1 illustrates the association between childhood economic conditions and adult out-

comes for the Rust Belt and the Sun Belt. Table A.1 reports the impact of the unemployment

rate in childhood after controlling for triple interaction terms among year born, survey year,

and Census region of birth. Table A.2 computes standard errors with clustering at the Census

division level. The regressions in Table A.3 exclude controls for state-specific linear trends in

year born, and the estimates in Table A.4 also omit fixed effects for the interaction between

birth state and survey year.



Figure A.1: Relationship of State Unemployment Rate in Childhood to Adult Outcomes for Individuals Born in
Rust Belt and Sun Belt

(a) Completion of High School for Rust Belt Cohorts
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(b) Completion of High School for Sun Belt Cohorts

'51 

'56 '61 
'66 

'71 

0.91

0.92

0.93

6.2 6.4 6.6 6.8 7 7.2 7.4

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
 C

o
m

p
le

ti
n

g 
 

H
ig

h
 S

ch
o

o
l 

Average Unemployment Rate  
in Childhood 

(c) Current Participation in Labor Force for Rust Belt Cohorts
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(d) Current Participation in Labor Force for Sun Belt Cohorts
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(e) Annual Income of at Least $30,000 for Rust Belt Cohorts
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(f) Annual Income of at Least $30,000 for Sun Belt Cohorts
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Note: The explanatory variable is the average state unemployment rate between the year before one’s birth and the year of one’s fifteenth
birthday. The dependent variables are indicators for high school completion, for currently being in the labor force, and for having both
worked in the past calendar year and received a wage income of at least $30,000 during that period. The Rust Belt is defined to comprise
the following states: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin. The Sun Belt consists of:
Alabama, Arizona, California, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, Texas. The data points for the Rust Belt are obtained by
limiting the main estimation sample for the ACS to individuals who were aged between 40 and 49 at the time of the survey and who were
born in one of the states in the Rust Belt. The averages of the explanatory and dependent variables are then taken over all the individuals
born in the same year. The resulting statistics are used to plot average adult outcomes against the average state unemployment rate in
childhood. The data points for the Sun Belt are generated analogously. The birth cohorts range from 1951 to 1971.
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