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Performance Notes

I. Piano Preparations:

Each piano (P1,P2) requires the preparation of two strings -

a bass string and a treble string. The bass strings should be
prepared with rubber wedges, acting to dampen the sound and
cut off higher harmonics. The treble strings should be prepared
by screws which act to add harmonics in inharmonic
relationships.

prepared pitches:
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II. Ensemble Directives:

The symbols @ ‘ @ refer to the manner in which

sections of music should be played, ranging from the extreme
of Synchronous playing through Semi-Asynchronous to Asynchronous
playing considering the two pianos as an ensemble.

Synchronous playing requires that the beginnings of each beat
be synchronized between the two players.

Semi-Asynchronous ensemble playing should allow for a maximum
variance of up to one beat between the two players.
Asynchronous ensemble playing allows for a maximum of three
beats variance between players.

ITII. Rhythmic Indications:

Generally, beats are delineated by brackets ( , ).
Since the constant change of beat division

can be extremely difficult to play accurately at rapid tempi,
in difficult passages the beat divisions should only be
considered as approximations or suggestions to be strived for
but not necessarily achieved at all times.

IV. Accidentals:

Accidentals only refer to the notes they precede, unless the
repeated note symbo] is used. (see below). Natural signs are
avoided except in a very few places where they are used as
a reminder. If a note has no accidental preceding 1t, it is

assumed to be a 'natural' at all times.



V. General Symbols:

= repeated note(s), stem without notehead

—P = chromatic glissando

)

> = white key glissando
,:>’r = black key glissando

= arpegiate vertical structure in direction
of arrow
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chromatic cluster

= white key cluster

T

= black key cluster
= expanding cluster
= trill, begins with note in parentheses

accelerate rhythmically

i

= retard rhythmically

= aperiodic rhythm

play notes in box until end of dashed 1ine
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play enclosed area an octave higher

r.
1
!
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= tremolo for duration of line, pitch follows
Tine variance

§

VI. Inside Piano:

= play on keyboard and dampen strings with

A other hand away from the dampers inside
the piano
‘A\— = dampen as close to the dampers as possible

= arrow indicates continuous movement from one

o, A action to the next

£ = pluck or strike strings inside piano

= plucked note inside piano, pitch is
approximate

attack can be with flat or side of hand or
with fist depending on context (dynamic Tevel,
cluster range, etc.)

* = cluster inside piano of approximate pitch,

; = scrape windings of strings with fingertips or

fingernails, pitch is approximate

:r = hold down sustain pedal and "pop" the middle
pedal very quickly SFZ with as much force as

possible with the left foot thereby causing all

the strings to resonate
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