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3 Tenor Trombones and 1 Bass Trombone
cup and plunger mutes

Percussion Instrument List
Percussion 1 Percussion 3

small, medium and large suspended cymbals
small suspended Chinese cymbal

hi-hat

medium bass drum

26” and 29” timpanis

vibraphone

Percussion 2

medium suspended cymbal
medium-sized woodblock
sleigh bells

medium tambourine

small, medium, and large toms
medium bass drum

23” timpani

glockenspiel

Accidentals hold throughout a measure unless cancelled by a natural sign.

u Event marker in score for computer events.

large suspended cymbal
triangle

small-sized woodblock

rattle

small, medium, and large toms
snare drum

32” timpani

glockenspiel

Percussion 4

large bass drum

snare drum

orchestral chimes (tubular bells)
large tam-tam

20” timpani

marimba



Electronics:

Each trombone should be amplified with 1 microphone.

Each percussion set-up should be amplified with 2-4 microphones, depending on availability, etc.

A reverb unit can be used in conjunction with amplification.

A mono mix of the amplified (un-reverberated) ensemble should be sent (via a pre-fader aux send) to the computer input.
The computer, running the software in Max/MSP should be output as a stereo mix.

Sections can be rehearsed separately, and in any order. Events are triggered by the computer operator.

See the Max/MSP computer patch for further instructions.



Cort Lippe
Program Notes

Music for Octet and Computer (2012) was commissioned by the University of Wisconsin, River Falls, for the
46th Annual Commissioned Composer Project, and premiered at River Falls in William Abbott Concert Hall in April of
2012, conducted by Patti Cudd. The piece is for four trombones and four percussionists, and is in four movements. Most
creation myths from around the world are very surrealistic, complicated and colorful, with practically hallucinatory or
dream-like descriptions involving nature and animals in fascinating juxtapositions. On the contrary, the description of
creation in Genesis is quite minimal, bare and simple. The first movement of Octet is based on a time-stretched reading of
the first day of creation from Genesis (King James Version), and makes loose use of speech rhythms and vowel/consonant
juxtapositions from the text. The second movement, based on the second day of creation where a division into 3 parts
(water divided by the sky) is a trio for vibraphone, marimba and computer. The third movement is scherzo-like with
extremes of dynamics and rhythmic irregularities and is based on the third day of creation. And the fourth movement is
loosely based on the text of the fourth and fifth days of creation from Genesis, drawing harmonic material from the
formants of 11 major vowel sounds found in Standard American English (as appearing in the text), as well as speech
fricatives and their unique spectral content.

The computer part makes use of spectral processing, including cross synthesis, spectral snapshots, spectral filtering,
delay, feedback, ordering, and spatialization, and was developed using Max/MSP. Music for Octet and Computer is
dedicated to Lena.
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(change position during breath)
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