Visits to My Auntie’s

(Conversation between Olive Elm and Mercy Doxtator,
with Karin Michelson on June 15, 1993)

(1) Wathahiné ni- yikyats.  (2) Kwédh se? nok tsi? ikélhe? akwahloli

She Walks me is my name. Just too only | want | would tell you all
kok tshika- tsi? niyolé: niskehyald:, aksothnéke kas oskanhe
when | was small as far as | remember, at my grandmother’s habitually together

yakwandkle?, aknulhd- khale? lake?niha khéle? yakyatano?sAha. (3) Khale?
we reside, my mother and my father and we two siblings. And

onA wahatnuhsuni- lake?niha, dhsu  kwahotokA-u te?yotéhsu? o6khna?
then he built a house my father, notyet just for real it wasn’t finished and then

ya?akwanaklate?. (4) Yah te?yonhokahlutd. (5) Né kas nA
we settled over there. Not it doesn’t have doors. I's habitually when

wa?ékalawe? na  waPukwatd-wha? kwéh kas nék tho  wahanhohana-takte?
it got dark then we went to bed just habitually  there he stuck a door against it

lake?ntha tsi? nd- niyokélute?. (6) Wahunise? tho niy6t, shekis né
my father where is an opening. Along time that’s howitis, even it’s

yah tha?tekahndnet kanusku nukwé:, khale? onA na  wahakalakweni
not itis not doubled inthe house towards, and then when he could afford it

na  wa?tthahna?nétane?. (7) Kwéah olihwiyé  tsi? 4hsa niyohslaké nA
then he doubled it. Just asurething that three years amountto then

wa?ekalakweni- aknulhd:- wa?uthyatuhslanatdkte?, tahnd- tsi? na?kni-wene?,
she could afford it my mother she stuck paper againstit, and how | liked it,

(1) She Walks is my name. (2) I just want to tell you about when I was little, as far as I re-
member, we lived all of us together at my grandmother’s, my mother and my father and my
brother. (3) And then my father built a house, it wasn’t finished yet and already we moved
in. (4) It didn’t have doors. (5) When it got dark and we went to bed my father just put
a door up against where there was an opening. (6) A long time it was like that, it didn’t

even have walls in the house, and finally when he could afford it then he got the walls up.

(7) For sure it was three years before my mother could afford to put up wallpaper, and I real-

ly liked it,



kwah kéyale? tsi?  nikahyatuhsléta, otsinkwal nicy6t  tahnt cherries
just I remember what kind of paper itis, yellow how itis and cherries

kwah kaya?ta-ld. (8) Khéale? wa?akoyatiane? siA- yutekhwahla?tslohlokta? né-

just it is pictured. And she obtained it  also one uses it to cover a table it's
tsha-kat. (9) Tsi? nikéyale? nas kwahsnoék Christmas wa?édkwatste? thikA
it is the same. How | remember then just Christmas we used it that

yutekhwahla?tslohlokta?. (10) Né tsi? niyakonAste?.
one uses it to cover a table. Because she treasures it so.

(11) Nika:, khale? kéyale?  kas kwah olihwiyé  tsi? tat ndwa?
Let me see, and | remember habitually just a sure thing that maybe

téklu? wi- tsha?tewakohsliya-ku, dhsok  kas nale? aknulhé
eight when | have crossed over winters, suddenly habitually again my mother

watakwahtati- astéhtsi?, wa?akwanatd-la? tsi? né- nukwa- tyakohtatytirne? akaulhé-,
we left morning, we went to visit where her home used to be her,

a?é s tyutahninthe? ya?tyakwa-tine? wa?akwatekhuni- ice cream,
way over there at the store over there we stopped we ate ice cream,

i+ khale? yakyatano?sAha Oliver. (12) Kwah kas kwa?tati? yukwahtAti
me and we two siblings  Oliver. Just habitually all day we are gone

tsi? tekyatahnu-téle? yeyakwehse?. (13) Tahnd-s nén  tekyatahnutéle?
at thetwo siblings  over there we are around. And it’s that the two siblings

yako?sléhtaya? kas buggy khéle? ponyha yakoniskwaya?. (14) Uska
she has a vehicle habitually buggy and little pony she has a pet. One

kati? wi- utlatste? thikA wa?ilu? n Rose, né kwi-n aknulhd- tekyatahnutéle?,
sothen time that she said Rose, soit’s my mother the two siblings,

I remember just the kind of paper it was, it was yellow and it had pictures of cherries.
(8) And she got a tablecloth that matched. (9) The way I remember it, it was only at Christ-
mas that we used that tablecloth. (10) Because she treasured it so.

(11) Let me see, and I remember for sure I was maybe eight years old, my mother and us
would just up and leave early in the morning, we went to visit where her own home used to
be, and we would stop over there at the store and eat ice cream, me and my brother Oliver.
(12) All day we were gone at her sister’s. (13) And her sister had a buggy and a little pony.
(14) One time, Rose said, that’s my mother’s sister,



wa?ilu?, “aseshe?tluna kwi ka?ikA sotsi?  tayokanoluhati?.” (15) Na kwi
she said, “you will take them home this because rain is on the way.” So then

né watkuwahloli- n kuwayAha, Audrey kuwa-yits, warkA-lu? Audrey,
it's she told her her daughter, Audrey is her name, shesaid Audrey,

“héo? ki?wah.” (16) Na sok wi- né- wa?akoya?totdlho? n akotsheni- ponyha,

“okay then.” Sothen too it's she harnessed her pet little pony,
wa?akwatitane? ka-slet, buggy tayukwésle?, kwah kas tayonuwahslalyo?
we got in vehicle, buggy we cameriding, just habitually there she whipped it

thikA n Audrey ponyha kok nila?  kih. (17) Wa?flu? aknulhd, “satkA-laht
that Audrey little pony it is only little eh. She said my mother, “you cease

thikA, tsi? thte na'yakond-khwa? sanulhd-n a-yesatkitho?
that, how supposedly she should get mad your mother should she see you

nihsyélha?, niyakonaskwanAste? akotpony.” (18) Kwah s nék wa?kaste-liste?
what you are doing, she treasures a pet so her pony.” Just she laughed

Audrey tayukwa-sele?. (19) Né nén  tutaydkwawe? tsi? tyukwahtAti,

Audrey  we came riding. It's it'sthat we got home again at  our home,
tututhahalakwahte?, tho tayukwate?slehtakalhatho?. (20) A?é niyolé
quickly again she turned in aroad, there we turned over in the vehicle. Great how far

ya?akwatdklane?, nék tsi? yah kwi né te?yukwanuhlyd-ku, yah se? sé-tsi?
over there we fell, but not it's we were not hurt, not too too much

te?yoshnolati? yukwa-sele?. (21) Yah te?wéne niyakona?khwi-u aknulhé.,
it is not going along fast we are riding. It's amazing how mad she is my mother,

tahnd- kwéh kas né- yakona?aloli s strawhat. (22) Yah te?wéne
and just habitually it's she has on ahat straw hat. It's amazing

she said, “you’d better take them home because there’s rain on the way.” (15) So then that’s
what she told her daughter, Audrey was her name, and Audrey said, “okay then.” (16) So
then she harnessed her [mother’s] pony, we got in, and we came riding in the buggy, and
Audrey just whipped that pony and it was only little. (17) My mother said, “you quit that,
your mother would get so cross should she see what you doing, she really cares for her po-
ny.” (18) Audrey just laughed as we came riding. (19) So we got back to our home, she
turned in the drive really fast, there we upset the buggy and turned over in it. (20) We fell
quite far over a ways, but we weren’t hurt because we weren’t going all that fast. (21) My
mother got SO mad, and she used to wear a straw hat. (22) She was so



niyakona?khwA-u a?é niyolé nika-yA- akotstrawhat. (23) Tsi? uhte wit
how mad she is great how far itislying her straw hat. How supposedly

natkuwattéhta? Audrey, na kwi- Oliverha wahaya?takénha? Audrey,

she scolded her Audrey, sothen Oliver dear he helped her Audrey,

sahnikétsko? n buggy, sutitane?, nA s6k  suhtati. (24) Thos
again the two set it upright buggy, she gotin again, rightthen she went home. That’s
niyét  thikA, akilu? once a week kas wa?akwanatéd-la? tsi? niyolé
howitis that, |wouldsay onceaweek habitually we went to visit as far as

tyakohtiti, tahni kwéah ka? niyolé:  ehta?késhu? s kwi- nya?ako?.
her home, and quite some distance on foot we went over there.

(25) SwatyelA s watukésle? buggy, tho wa?katitane? a?é na?teksine-stse?,

Sometimes they rode me buggy, there 1gotin great how long my legs are,
kwah kas ya?katana?tsldhawe?, né- wi tsi? yah kas thakathu-tate?
just habitually 1took lunch, because not habitually |won’t agree

akatekhuni- thikA akwataunticha tsi? nd- tyendkle?, “sé-tsi?” warkilu?, “yah
| shouldeat that my auntie where she resides, “because” | said, “not

ni- te?wakekase? thikA so-tsi?  teyakonuhsani-yanit.” (26) Na kwi- wa?ilu?

me |don'tlike the taste that because her house is dirty.” So then she said

aknulha-, “akatana?tsluni- kwi:, né nisé Ahseke?.” (27) Wa?ilu?, “taka?

my mother, “l will make a lunch, it's you you will eat it.” She said, “don’t

oni? nadhte? ahsilu thikA, a-shehloli: nahte? aoliwa? yah téhselhe?

too anything you will that, for you to tell what the rea- not you don’t
say her son want

ahsatekhuni.” (28) Na kyale? wi- wa?kilu? “hdo?.” (29) Nén,

you would eat a meal.” So again | said “alright.” It’s that,

cross her straw hat was lying far away. (23) I guess she really gave Audrey heck, so then
Oliver helped Audrey, they got the buggy upright again, she got back in, and then she went
right home. (24) That’s the way it was, I’d say once a week we would go to visit at her
home, and it was kind of far to walk to go there. (25) Sometimes they would ride me in the
buggy, I would get in there with my great long legs, I would take a lunch, because I
wouldn’t agree to eat where my auntie lived, “because,” I said, “I don’t find it appetizing,
because her house is so dirty.” (26) So then my mother said, “I will make a lunch, you will
eat that.” (27) She said, “don’t say anything, that you tell her why you don’t want to eat.”
(28) So I said “alright.”



né s kwi- né- tsi? nikeksa?taksa. (30) Kwah kéyale? wi- kok ndhe?
soit’'s because how | am a bad child. Just | remember  a little while

thikA na  wa?lu? akwataunticha, “hio? kwi: tetwa-tut,

that then shesaid my auntie, “come on then let’s you and we eat together,

twatekhuni.” (31) Na  wa?tlu?, “hao? kitwah.” (32) Wa?ilu?,
let’s you and we eat a meal.” Then she said, “come on then.” She said,
“yah né- téyalhe? a-yutekhu-ni- ka? niyaké:, yutana?tslaha-wi-

“not it’s she doesn’t want she would eat a meal she is a little one, she is bringing lunch

nA? né.” (33) Wakilu?, “hA-, yah ni- te?wakekése?, sOtsi?

that one.” | said, “ves, not me |don'tlike the taste, too much
teyakonuhsant-yanit.” (34) Tho thiyuté aknulhd, “satwanik satwanik.”
her house is dirty.“ There sheis just saying my mother, “shutup shut up.”
(35) SAha? ok yahd-ksane? nahte? ka-tdhe?.

Nevertheless over there | finished what | am saying.

(29) So it’s because I was such a bad girl. (30) I just remember in a little while my auntie
said, “come on, let’s all eat, let’s eat a meal.” (31) She said, “come on then.” (32) She [my
mother] said, “the little one doesn’t want to eat, she brought her own lunch.” (33) I said,
“yes, I don’t find it appetizing, because her house is too dirty.” (34) My mother just kept
saying, “shut up shut up.” (35) I went ahead anyway and finished what I was saying.



