Final Exam Preparation
A) Each student can write for him/herself one question based on the outline below. The question should involve a comparison of at least two philosophers. The student can combine elements from the list below to create his/her question. So, one question can and should be prepared ahead of time. You can bring notes to class: one side of one sheet of paper. 
B) There will be one more question, to be derived from below. (No repeating a question.) 

C) In your essays, feel free at some point to make your own supportive or critical comments.
D) You have three hours for this exam. Use the time to show how much you know about the issues. 
1) Kant: Explain the elements and unity of Kant’s three critiques


a) The role of the 1st Critique: to criticize knowledge to make way for faith. The Copernican revolution as a theory of the categories, leading to the metaphysics of appearance and reality, phenomenon and noumenon, as the framework for the study of morality. Explain the role of Hume in this development.


b) The basic components of Kant’s moral theory: the nature of duty; the source of duty; the categorical imperative versus hypothetical imperatives, and its formulations; the goal of the Highest Good; the Antinomy of Practical Reason and its solutions. Explain Kant’s approach to the morality of promises-keeping. 
2) Hegel

a) Explain Hegel’s thought as a criticism and development of Kant’s theory. 
b) Explain Hegel’s concept of the human being as a species being, as the solution to the contradiction between individual and species in animal life. Then show how out of this arises the dialectic of the ego as leading to the Master-Slave dialectic, culminating in Stoic morality. How does this imply a critique of Kant’s ethical theory and the categorical imperative? 
c) Explain how this applies to the apparent contradiction of finite and infinite in Kierkegaard. 

3) Kierkegaard

a) Explain Kierkegaard’s theory of three stages (aesthetic, ethical, and religious) as a continuation and as a critique of Kant’s and Hegel’s “rationalist” philosophies. 
b) In particular explain how Kierkegaard interprets Christianity, and religious faith in general, in relation to these predecessors. Be prepared to discuss possible responses to Kierkegaard from our other thinkers regarding the nature of religion and its relation to rational thought.  
c) Discuss this issue in relation to the theory of God and immortality in our philosophers. (See James, below.) 
4) Marx

a) In what way is Marx’s theory of species being and the alienation of labor a continuation of Hegel’s thought? 

b) How does Marx’s “dialectical communism” differ from “nihilistic communist” theories? Give as an example Marx’s analysis of the Ten Hours Bill. 

c) How does Marx’s theory of religion involve a “positive” negation of religion in the light of both Kant and Hegel: “Religion as the alienation of spirituality.”

5) Nietzsche

a) In his notion that the noble person is the one capable of making promises, how does Nietzsche sound like Kant? How does Nietzsche criticize Kant’s theory of morality of duty as a form of slave morality? Is the criticism justified? Compare this with Kant’s and Hegel’s approach to the relation between science and morality.
b) Discuss Nietzsche’s theory of masters and slaves in relation to Hegel’s doctrine: compare and contrast. 
c) Compare/contrast Nietzsche’s theory of historical methodology involving the use of the concept of will to power with Hegel’s theory of history as involving dialectical conflict. 
d) How does Nietzsche criticize the theories of Kant and Hegel?
e) What do Nietzsche and Kierkegaard have in common regarding their attitudes to rationality and universal norms—in contrast to Kant and Hegel—and how do they differ? 
5) James

Compare James’ theory of immortality with that of Kant in his postulates of Freedom, God, and Immortality. 
Examining James’ argument, what are limits to or requirements of his pragmatic theory of truth? (I.e., can we believe whatever we want?)
Some general themes:

1) Kant’s critique of scientific knowledge as leading to “faith.” In this he is in agreement with Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, and James, while Hegel offers an alternative view. Elaborate and evaluate.

2) Compare Kant’s approach to moral truth with the critique of morality in Hegel (represented by Stoicism), Kierkegaard and Nietzsche. Elaborate and evaluate. 
3) Kant takes the categories of scientific and moral thought as given in present consciousness for reflective analysis. Hegel criticizes this approach and argues for a phenomenological/historical understanding of the dialectical development of these categories. In this Hegel is especially followed by Nietzsche. But Kant too has an historical theory to supplement his moral theory—especially his cosmology. Elaborate and evaluate. 

4) The theme of finitude and infinity runs through much of this course, especially Hegel’s critique of orthodox Christianity and Kierkegaard’s defense of this orthodoxy against Hegel. Elaborate and evaluate. 
