Eisenhower College Essays for 2003

Essay Number 1



“Space.  The final frontier.   These are the voyages of the Starship


Enterprise.  Her five year mission:  to explore new worlds, to seek out new life 

 and new civilizations.  To  boldly go where no man has gone before.







Captain James T. Kirk,  StarTrek







Gene Roddenbury, Producer 







Desilu Productions


1960’s.  Scientists and science fiction writers like Isaac Asimov, Gene Roddenberry, Ray Bradbury, and even Rod Serling dreamed of fantastic possibilities.  Yet, many of them considered they would never be able to witness what they envisioned within in their lifetimes.


Today, “The Next Generation” is seeing otherwise with men like George Lucas, Steven Spielberg, and like visionaries who are producing, not only great works of science fiction, but of science fact—and--on a daily basis, whether it be on the big screen or in a laboratory.


The science of Quantum Physics gives real hope the many frontiers now looming on the horizon will be realized in only a few short years.  Frontiers such as time travel, airships of the future and military weapons like the stealth bomber, a space station, and putting men on Mars by the next decade.  Robotics, and computer generated techniques to make movies like THE MATRIX,  DRIVEN, and STAR WARS—ATTACK OF THE CLONES come to life.  Video phones.  Computer software and hardware.  Machines so small you can fit them into the palm of your hand, thanks to the possibility of DNA/RNA run computer chips.

IN A WORK of at least 500 words:

Choose one (1) of the following:
A.  Essay

What “frontier” do you believe is the most important for the future of this planet at this time?  What are its possible benefits, its ramifications? What are the possible situations, good or bad, it might lead to in regard to the future?  What are your feelings on this frontier?  Do you believe it could be a major benefit to society?  Or very well be a major disaster?  Give your reasons why you believe as you do.
A. Choose a frontier that greatly interests you and—using the criteria listed in A,

Create a work of fiction, science/speculative/horror (may also be a short play or screenplay) depicting or explaining what you believe are the effects or ramifications of your choice regarding the future of this planet.  OR

Speculate a possible future invention you or someone else might create and give reasons why this invention might be great benefit (or future disaster) for mankind.  OR

Express your idea in the form of a work of art:  perhaps a sculpture or painting or poster or a musical work, and explain in detail, what your idea represents and why this frontier is necessary (or a disaster) for the future of this planet.

Essay Number 2

Do either scenario 1 or scenario 2

1)  As the hunt for Osama bin Laden continues, more laws are being passed for the necessary “security of our homeland.”  Certain people are beginning to feel these laws have not helped, but, rather, hindered the rights and freedoms Americans once enjoyed before September 11, 2001.  

In an essay of at least 500 words:

Do you believe the Federal Government, in passing such laws has, indeed, curtailed the rights and freedoms we enjoy as law abiding citizens?  Or do you think our Government is right, and it is necessary to pass such laws to protect the freedoms we do have and why?  What do you think we, as American  citizens, can do to “get them back,” or how can we assure those who think this way that, indeed, we have not lost these freedoms, as some thoroughly believe, but these freedoms still shine as beacons of light and hope to the rest of the world.
2)  With yet another disastrous day at the Florida polls—clearly showing us that something is definitely wrong in the way some Americans are asked to cast their ballots for candidates--something needs to be changed.  Do you believe the way Americans now cast their ballots for candidates should be changed?  If so, do you have a proposal that would help or end the dilemma Florida’s governor, Jeb Bush, has faced in the past few years, and that still others might face in the near future in their states if something isn’t done or corrected?
  If so, in an essay of at least 500 words, share your solution to the problem and why you believe your idea can work.
Essay number 3

Theresa Howard, “Giuliani tells of lessons learned with ‘Leadership,’ USA TODAY, October 1, 2002.



“When he ran for mayor in 1993, he set about ‘restoring the


spirit of New York.”


Author of his newly published autobiography detailing his eight years as New York City mayor, Rudy Giuliani shares what he believes to be the essential qualities of good leadership:  Communication, Accountability, Shared Beliefs, and Loyalty.  An avid reader of biographies himself, he is credited for “get(ting) things moving in a city that was once deemed ‘ungovernable and unmanageable.’


The secret, he says, was running New York like a major business instead of a government.  It was seeing New York’s problems as a voter, he adds, that helped him get things moving.  And “framing one’s job in proper perspective.”



“Shareholders are to CEO’s what voters are to the mayor,” says


Giuliani, now a consultant, from a corner office that overlooks Times 


Square. “CEOs and boards do not work for each other—they work  for


the shareholder.  The CEO has to recognize that he represents the


owners and should think from their perspective.”  

Giuliani required his city administrators to use statistical analyses, tailored for their own agencies, to get New York operating more like a $46 billion business than a hobbled bureaucracy, Theresa Howard wrote.



She quotes, “My interest in Winston Churchill was deeply rooted


by the time New York City was attacked.  I’d read quite a bit by and 


About him at different point of my life—in school, of course, but also


After I’d lost the mayoral race in 1989.  The city was falling apart,


begging (Mayor David Dinkins) to do something about the crime wave,


epitomized by the memorable front-page headline in the New York Post, 


“Dave Do Something,” He basically told people nothing could be done.


I started thinking about Churchill then.” 

In an essay of at least 500 words answer:

Concerning some of the politicians we have today, and how some of them have disappointed their constituents, should Americans take the time to register and vote each  year in an election despite their disappointments?  Why or why not?  Give reasons/example for your answer.

What do you believe are the essential qualities of a good leader?  Why?  Give reasons/examples for your answer.

In these harrowing times, according to these qualities, who do you think would make the best leader for our country today?  Why?  Give reasons/examples for your answer.

It may be anyone you wish as long as they fulfill the eligibility requirements set down in the Constitution for the Presidency.

Essay number 4


In 1996, the bones of a 9,400 year old man was discovered along the Columbia River in Kennewick, Washington, “contradict(ing) the long held belief that only a single, northeast Asian race came across the Bering Strait from Siberia approximately 12,000 years ago”, now challenging the (widely held belief) that Native Americans were the “first Americans.”  (Alcestis “Cooky” Oberg, “Kennewick Man transcends political correctness,”  USA TODAY, October 1, 2002.)  And ever since Kennewick Man’s discovery, says Ron Minott, (Online NewsHour, www.pbs.org/newshour) he’s been “fueling racial politics.”

Claims the Umatilla tribe of Oregon under the NAGPRA (Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 1990,) the bones are Native American and will be desecrated if not returned to them for immediate burial.


Scientists countercharge, they have the right to study the bones to learn the true history about how America was originally settled.


Siding with the Umatillas, the Clinton Administration confiscated the bones and bulldozed the site where Kennewick man was found to deter any further excavations.  So, the scientists sued, citing “the administration did not have the right to deny them study.”

The courts finally recently ruled the scientists may study the bones.  The Bush Administration, however, now has the option to appeal this decision by October 29, which scientists believe could set Archeology and Anthropology back years and cause precedents curtailing the study of other artifacts, if Bush decides to go ahead.



“I thought that trials over forbidden knowledge went out


with Galileo.  But our own word-class scientists have been in court


with the U.S. government for the past six years, fighting for the


right to study . . .” (Oberg)



“We as Indian people know that we have been here since


time began.  We didn’t cross no land bridge.  We have always


been here. . . . (This is) outright total disrespect for (Native 


Americans.)  Armand Minthron, Native American

In an essay of at least 500 words:

Have we, this time, gone too far with “political correctness”?  

Does any government have the right to interfere with progress—scientific or otherwise?

Does the study of ancient artifacts of a people desecrate or ridicule non-white, religious, and cultural issues as has been stated?

Or have we finally learned the lessons of history and our past?  As Jim Chatters states in the PBS article:  “I’m really incensed by (Minott’s statement.)  I’m incensed by the fact that this individual (Kennewick Man) is being used to promote racial politics when the lesson I think he brings to us is that race doesn’t mean very much;  that we’re all essentially one people, and separateness is not going to get us any place.”
Essay number 5


Excerpts quoted from Julia Boorstin and Ann Harrington, “Inside the Rolling Stones, Inc.,”  Fortune magazine, September 30, 2002, vol. 146, Issue 6 p. 58.



“You don’t start to play your guitar thinking you’re going to be


running an organization that will maybe generate millions.”








Keith Richards


But that’s the way the Rolling Stones have launch their latest—and perhaps their last great “business venture”—the 40 Licks Tour, commemorating their 40 years in the Rock and Rock “business,” in hopes of “grossing” even more “revenue” than their last tour, Voodoo Lounge, I 1994, which “earned” them 121.2 million dollars in tickets, merchandise, and album sales.



“In the early days you got paid absolutely nothing.  The only


people who earned money were the Beatles because they sold so many


records. . . . I’ll never forget the deals I did in the 60’s, which were


just terrible. . . . You say, ‘Oh, I’m a creative person, I won’t worry 


about this.’  But that just doesn’t work.  Because everyone would 


just steal every penny you’ve got.”








Mick Jagger


From paupers in 1962 to multi-millionaires today, the Stones owe much of their success to four men:  Allen Klein, who made them their first million, Michael Cohl, who is their tour manager, Joe Rascoff, who is their business manager, and Prince Rupert, a London banker, who is their chief business advisor, by turning their “mom and pop business” into an international conglomerate “money making machine.”

And with business names, such as Anhauser-Busch, Microsoft, and Apple jumping on the tour bandwagon “they have perfected their business model, and it’s easy to understand why they are such an astounding money making machine.”



“(They) are like any other large business.  They are global, they


pay taxes (grudgingly, and they litigate.  The band has a P & L and


budgets, and accountants, and lawyers, and bankers, and investments,


and software, and hardware.  ‘They know what they’re doing. . . .  That’s


what separates them from any other band.’”







quote from Barry Diller, Jagger confidant



“(I)f the Stones were a traditional company, they would be the

cash cow.”


Tour Stats, the top grossing North American tours of all time
1. The Rolling Stones  Voodoo Lounge  121.2

2. U2  Elevation   109.7

3. Pink Floyd  The Division Bell   103.5

4. The Rolling Stones Steel Wheels   $98.0

5. The Rolling Stones  Bridges to Babylon   89.3

6. ‘N Sync  Popodyssey   86.8

7. The Backstreet Boys  Black and  Blue   82.1

8. Tina Turner   Twenty-Four Seven   80.2

9. U2   Popmart   79.2

10. The Eagles   Hell Freezes Over  79.4

11. ‘N Sync   No Strings Attached  76.4

12. New Kids on the Block   Magic Summer  74.1

13. Dave Matthews Band  Dave Matthews Band  68.2

14. U2   Zoo TV Tour  67.0

15. The Rolling Stones   No Security  64.7

“Mick runs a pretty tight ship.”  Keith Richards


Jagger reads the Wall Street Journal and Financial Times daily.

Using your knowledge of Economics and current business trends, choose A or B:

A.  How do you view the music business in today’s business market?  What trends do you see for artists in general and future artists?  Good or bad?  What business advice would you give someone just starting out with the hope of making as much money as the Rolling Stones someday?  What should they look out for?   Why is it so important that anyone in any type of business, creative or otherwise, learn themselves just how the business world works and why?

B.  Write up your own business plan as if you were starting up your own rock and roll band (or any creative business.)  How would you go about it?  What would be the key things you would need to start it up?  What one thing would you do/add that would be so important for the success of your business?

