UNIVERSITY OF BUEA

FACULTY OF ARTS DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS

ASPECTS OF KUNG GRAMMAR

By

Tatang Joyce Yasho
B.A. (Hons) Linguistics

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of Linguistics, Faculty of
Arts of the University of Buea in Partial Fulfilment
of the Requirements for the Award of the
Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree

in Theoretical Linguistics

November, 2016






UNIVERSITY OF BUEA

FACULTY OF ARTS DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS

ASPECTS OF KUNG GRAMMAR

By

Tatang Joyce Yasho
B.A. (Hons) Linguistics

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of Linguistics, Faculty of
Arts of the University of Buea in Partial Fulfilment
of the Requirements for the Award of the
Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree

in Theoretical Linguistics

November, 2016



Dedication

To my parents, Mr. Nkeh Tatang Richard and Mrs. Nkeh Adele Ramatu



UNIVERSITY OF BUEA
FACULTY OFARTS DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS

CERTIFICATION

This thesis of Tatang Joyce Yasho (AR14P065) titled, “Aspects of Kung Grammar”,
submitted to the Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts of the University of Buea in
partial fulfilment of the requirements for the award of the Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree

in Theoretical Linguistics has been read, examined and approved by a panel composed
of:

* Evelyn Fogwe Chibaka (PhD), Chairperson (Professor of Linguistics)
* Atindogbé G. Gratien (PhD), Examiner (Associate Professor of Linguistics)
* Pius W. Akumbu (PhD), Supervisor (Lecturer of Linguistics)

Chiatoh Blasius (PhD) Pius W. Akumbu (PhD)
(Head of Department) (Supervisor)

This thesis has been accepted by the Faculty of Arts.

Date:

Prof. Nol Alembong
(Dean)



Acknowledgements

Many people contributed in different ways to the realization of this work,

some of whom deserve to be mentioned here.

First, I would like to express my profound gratitude to my supervisor Dr.
Pius W. Akumbu who suggested that I should carry out this project and
accepted to supervise it. He provided me with invaluable knowledge
throughout this study, and was patient and meticulous in reading through
and correcting my manuscripts. In addition to being a teacher, he has been

a great source of inspiration.

I would like to acknowledge the principal investigator of the KPAAM-
CAM (Key Pluridisciplinary Advances in African Multilingualism)
Program, Prof. Jeff Good and his collaborator, Dr. Pierpaolo Di Carlo for
funding this research and ensuring that I have all the necessary equipment
for data collection as well as finances required to cover the project
expenses. This is due to the fact that this study is carried out as part of the

ongoing KPAAM- CAM project.

I would like to thank Prof. Gratien G. Atindogbé whose office was always
open whenever I ran into a troubled spot or had a question about my

research.



I am greatly indebted to my lecturers, Profs. Blasius Chiatoh, Ayu’nwi
Neba, Evelyn Fogwe and Dr. Blasius Achiri-Taboh for imparting in me
relevant knowledge and giving me moral support throughout my academic
career. | thank my consultants, Mr. Kah Matthew, Mrs. Nalai Evelyn, Mrs.
Tiang Theresia, Mr. Kai Pascal, Mr. Tem Abivah and Mr. Nji Isidore, for

their availability and patience.

Finally, my deepest appreciation goes to my parents, siblings, and course

mates who assisted and encouraged me throughout this project.



Vi

Abstract

This study set out to describe aspects of the phonology and morpho-syntax
of Kung, a central Ring Grassfields Bantu language of Northwest
Cameroon. The absence of literature on the language prompted this
research. After collecting data from native speakers and analyzing within
the theory of Classical Phonemics, it was found that there are 24 consonant
phonemes, 10 vowel phonemes and three (3) underlying tones in the
language. A number of phonological processes such as devocalization and
homorganic nasal assimilation were found to commonly apply in the
language. Based on noun class affixes and on agreement marking on
modifiers within the noun phrase, it was observed that the nouns of Kung
fall into 11 noun classes. Athough further investigation is required, the data
presented in this work suggest that Kung should be classified as a Central
Ring (not West Ring) Grassfields Bantu language.
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Chapter One
General introduction

1.1 Introduction

This work sets out to describe aspects of Kung grammar. It focuses on the
phonology, morphology and syntax of the language. As a language that has
not received much attention from linguists, and which is threatened by
extinction (Lewis, Simons & Fennig, 2016), it is important that it should be
described and documented in order to prevent its loss. While some
grammatical aspects of other central Ring languages (Kom, Babanki, Oku,
Bum, Mmen, and Kuk) have been described, Kung has not yet had that
privilege. Therefore, this study describes aspects of the phonology
including the sound system, syllable structure, tone as well as relevant
phonological and tonological processes of the language. In addition, it
presents aspects of the morphology and syntax, including the noun class

system, the noun phrase, and tense, aspect and mood.

The present chapter contains background information on the study, the
linguistic situation, geographical location and historical background of the
language. This is followed by the statement of the problem, aims and
objectives, review of literature on related languages, theoretical framework

and the methodology used in the study.



1.2 Background to the study

1.2.1 Linguistic situation of Kung

Kung is a central Ring Grassfields Bantu language spoken in the Northwest
Region of Cameroon, specifically in the Menchum Division, Fungom
Subdivision. According to Stallcup (1980: 44) cited in DiCarlo & Good
(2012), the Lower Fungom region of Northwest Cameroon is one of the
most linguistically diverse parts of the Cameroonian Grassfields. The
Cameroonian Grassfields is an area whose linguistic diversity has been
noted for some time. They further report that seven languages or small
language clusters are spoken in Lower Fungom’s thirteen recognised
villages, meaning that there is about one language per thirty-four squared
kilometres. Kung happens to be one of those thirteen recognised villages as
well as one of the seven languages spoken there. The following map shows

the location of Kung in Lower Fungom:
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Mapl: Physical and political map of Lower Fungom with main paths
connecting villages.

Source: Di Carlo & Pizziolo (2012)

Kung is classified as a central Ring Grassfields Bantu language belonging
to the Niger Congo language family. Lewis et al. (2016) list Kung with the

code (ISO 639-3) [kfl] and classify it as Niger-Congo, Atlantic-Congo,



Volta-Congo, Benue-Congo, Bantoid, Southern, Wide Grassfields, Narrow
Grassfields, Ring, Centre. It has a population of 600 speakers (Good et al.,
2011), and it is at the verge of extinction. That is why they place it under
the status: 8a (moribund). The above classification can be represented

diagrammatically as follows:

Niger Kordofanian

Niger Congo Kordofanian
|
| | | | |
Voltic Atlantic Congo Mande Kwa Adamawa
Benue
Congo
|
| | ! |
Plateau Jukunoid Cross River Southern Bantoid
| |
Grassfields Mambiloid
Ring
Center
Kung

Figure 1: Structural Genetic Classification of Kung

1.2.2 Historical background
According to oral accounts by Mr. Chem Kah Senseman, Mr. Mbang Muh

Joseph, and Mr. Njong Fidelis Tiang, the Kung people originated from a



place called Joteyn near Oku. Due to the inter-tribal wars, some of them
moved from Joteyn to Chah near Nkambe. After a while, the Bafmeng
people fought with them there and forced them to move again. The founder
of the present site was Chief Chu Mbong. He was mandated by Temisih,
his uncle and their leader, to lead the people from Chah to Abah. This was
due to the fact that Temisih could not bear the shame of having lost the war
to the Bafmeng people, and he was equally devastated by the death of two
battalions that drowned in a river called ‘Bang’ while trying to cross and

escape from the Bafmeng people.

The remaining battalion took another track when they realized that the
others had all drowned. Kung therefore took its name in remembrance of

the warriors who drowned in the river. They named this river (bani kuni)

‘the river where Kung people died’. Temisih did not go with this surviving
battalion but rather went to Esu where he lived and died. The Kung people
then settled in Abah, but their children were killed by the Abah people.
This forced them to move to Koshin where they were again attacked by the
Bafmeng people. This time around the Kung people were victorious
although the life of the Bafmeng chief was spared; thereby sparing the
Bafmeng from becoming Kung slaves. From there the Kung people moved
to their first settlement which they called ‘Kunam’ (which is the first and

oldest quarter in Kung village) before they started expanding.



Kung defeated Zah, Mbuh and Ngun villages in wars and the captured
people became Kung slaves and always paid tributes. Today, they are free
and have their separate chiefs. Kung is still spoken at the original site
called ‘mawas’. The Kung people went further to defeat their neighbours
called the ‘Lung’ people and took over their lands. Chu Mbong was
succeeded by William Kimbi, his nephew. When Chief William Kimbi
died in 1952, he was succeeded by his nephew, Chief Thomas Ngong, who
was later succeeded by his nephew, Gilbert Kum (the present chief)

currently living in France.

1.2.3 Socio-economic background

Economically, Kung people are involved in both commercial and
subsistence forms of farming. They cultivate cash crops such as robusta
coffee, arabica coffee, cocoa and food crops such as sweet potatoes, corn,
cocoyams, cassava, groundnuts, ‘bambara’ groundnuts (larger in size than
normal groundnuts), ‘tsindong’ (carrot-like tuber which is a source of
carbohydrate grown in Kung). The crops cultivated are marketed at the
Kung market also called Yemgeh market. The people equally produce and
supply large quantities of ‘garri’ and palm oil to surrounding villages such

as Bafmeng, Fang, Abar, Mekaf, Zhoa, Mbati and Munken.



The people of Kung are also involved in local fishing activities which
include the creation of fishing ponds as well as fishing in rivers. Animal
hunting is also an integral activity carried out by some Kung people. This
involves the hunting of antelopes, monkeys, mole rats and porcupines.
Cattle-rearing is another economic activity of some natives especially the
Muslim nomads who move with their herds from place to place. The main
religion practiced in Kung is Christianity with a few Muslims present in the
Yemgeh quarter due to immigration. The major Christian denomination is
Catholic. However, it is common to find traditional societies in Kung who

believe in deities and ancestors.

1.3 Research problem

At a time when there is an increased drive towards the documentation of
endangered languages; it is surprising that a language like Kung has not
received attention from linguists. Basically, no linguistic study has been
done on Kung as a separate or individual language. Therefore, Kung is

undescribed and there 1s no scientific publication on the language yet.

In addition to the problem stated above, linguists have not agreed on the
classification of the language due to insufficient data. This explains in part
why Lewis et al. (2016) classify it as Central Ring while Watters (2003)

classify it as West Ring.



1.4 Aim and objectives

1.4.1 Aim

The main goal of this research is to provide a description of the phonology
and morpho-syntax of Kung. The studies will hopefully provide data that

will validate the classification of the language as central Ring.

1.4.2 Objectives

In order to achieve the above mentioned aim, the following objectives are
targeted.

1. State the number of consonant and vowel phonemes that exist in
Kung

2. Describe the types of tone melodies that exist in the language

3. Describe relevant phonological processes that occur in the language
4. Describe the nominal morphology of Kung

5. Describe the verbal morphology of the language

1.5 Scope of the work
This work focuses on describing aspects of the phonology (consonants,
vowels, tones, syllable types and common phonological processes) and

morpho-syntax of nouns and verbs only.



1.6 Significance of the study

This study is significant in that it is a contribution to documenting aspects
of this language which has been classified as moribund (Lewis et al., 2016).
The study equally provides linguistic data on Kung and makes resources
available to those who may wish to work on other related aspects of the
language. It is also an attempt to document the language and a foundation

for the establishment of an orthography guide.

1.7 Review of related literature

Apart from Troyer, Huey & Mbongue (1995) who, in their survey of
Aghem dialects, provide brief statements on Kung without any data on the
language itself, no other work has been written on the language. The
literature reviewed here pertains to work done on other neighbouring
languages of Lower Fungom which are geographically close to Kung as
well as central Ring languages which are genetically related to the target

language.

1.7.1 Lower Fungom languages
The main grammatical overview of Lower Fungom languages is found in

Good et al. (2011).They assert that, till then, the languages of Lower
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Fungom had not been subject to extensive investigation. The paper offers
sketches of phoneme inventories, pronominal and noun class systems and
verb stem alternations of six of the seven languages of Lower Fungom. The
languages of Lower Fungom show Bantu-like systems of noun classes
which are nevertheless divergent enough, from the noun class systems
associated with Narrow Bantu languages suggesting that they should be
treated as part of a higher-level grouping within Benue-Congo. This study
also emphasizes features that should be of particular interest for
comparative purposes, and the only language which is not covered in such
detail is Kung because it is rather classified as a central Ring language.
This work therefore takes up the challenge to attempt a partial grammatical

description of the language.

1.7.2 Central Ring languages
As mentioned earlier, grammatical descriptions of some central Ring

languages are available.

Shultz (1997) published the Kom Language Grammar Sketch in which he
presents an overview of the phonology and discusses the general
morphological characteristics of the language. He states that there are 20

consonant phonemes, six vowel phonemes and three tonemes. The most

common syllable types are CV, CVC, CCV and CCVC. The noun class
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system 1is divided into 13 morphological classes and there are seven

distinctive tenses in the language.

Davis (2002) presents the segmental phonology of the Oku language. There
are 21 consonant phonemes, seven vowel phonemes, and three tonemes.
The canonical syllable types include CVC, CV, VC, V, NCV and N. He

also illustrates that there are 13 noun classes in the language.

On Babanki, Akumbu & Chibaka (2012) contains a pedagogic grammar of
the language. The phonology and morphological characteristics of the
language are given. There are 26 consonant phonemes, eight vowel
phonemes and two tonemes. The most common syllable types are CV,
CVC, V, and N. 12 morphological noun classes are distinguished and the

language makes uses of an eight-way temporal distinction.

Bjorkestedt (2010) presents a phonology sketch of Mmen and concludes
that there are 27 consonant phonemes, nine vowel phonemes, three level
tones in the language. Canonical syllable types include CV, CVC, V and N.
Furthermore, Moller (2012) presents a description of the noun and verb

phrase in Mmen. She shows that the noun system is divided into 13

morphological classes and that there are eight distinctive tenses in the
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language.

Akumbu (2008) presents a phonological sketch of Bum and illustrates that
there are 22 consonant phonemes, seven vowel phonemes, and two
underlying tones in the language. In addition, the most common syllable
types are CV, CVC, V and N. The language makes use of 12

morphological classes and six distinctive tenses.

This literature review shows that much is known about the other languages
of the central Ring group and justifies the need to carry out a description of

the phonology and morpho-syntax of Kung as done in the present study.

1.8 Theoretical framework

Over the years, linguists have been concerned with the problem of
language and how it functions. As such, there is a need to study languages,
know how they function, bring out the peculiar and universal
characteristics of languages as well as provide explanations to why
languages behave the way they do. This objective can best be attained by

means of theories.

This work makes use of a theoretical framework which can effectively and

elaborately handle the different aspects of the phonology of Kung under



13

investigation. The theory chosen to describe these aspects of the grammar

1s Classical Phonemics.

Classical Phonemics originated from the works of the Swiss linguist
Ferdinand de Saussure and was developed in Europe by the members of the
Prague school and in America by Leonard Bloomfield. The structuralists
hold that each language has its own independent structure or sounds. In
Classical Phonemics, there is a need to capture phonological regularities.
Therefore, the introduction of this theoretical model was primarily
motivated by the need for a system that will provide a detailed description
of the sound systems of natural languages. As such, this theory has been
used to capture the consonant inventory, vowel inventory, and also
examine the functions that these sounds perform in the Kung language.
Such functions include contrastive function (phonemes) and

complementary function (allophones).

1.9 Methodology

The methodology used in this study is the time honoured classical method
used by descriptive linguistics for languages with no previous linguistic
description. The analysis consists of (a) consultant (native-speaker) assisted
data elicitation, (b) data organization and classification, and (c) data
analysis based on the theoretical framework presented above. In this

respect, the data were collected with the aid of Kung speakers.
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Language consultants were selected from different age groups (ranging
from ages of twenty to seventy years). The consultants were Mr. Kah
Matthew (42 years), Mrs. Nalai Evelyn (44 years old), Mrs. Tiang Theresia
(45 years old), Mr. Kai Pascal (30 years old), Mr. Tem Abivah (21 years
old) and Mr. Nji Isidore (20 years old) who are all native speakers of the
language and have been residing in the village during the last five years.
Other consultants were contacted for verification when the need arose. For
an effective treatment (analysis) of these data, the internal structure of the
words 1s studied in order to determine the affixes and roots, and how they

combine.

1.10 Outline of the work
In order to attain the objectives of this work, the study is divided into five

chapters.

Chapter one is the general introduction to the study. It presents the
background to the study, research problem, aims and objectives, review of
related literature, methodology theoretical framework and the layout of the

work.
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A discussion of the phonology is done in chapter two, highlighting the
consonant and vowel phonemes as well as tones. The syllable structure and
relevant phonological processes that occur in the language are also

discussed.

A discussion of the nominal morphology, focusing on the structure of the

noun, noun class system, and concord marking is found in chapter three.

In chapter four focus is on the morphology of the verb. The structure of the
verb, verbal extensions, as well as tense, aspect, and mood diversities is

discussed.

Finally, a summary of the study is presented in chapter five which includes
the findings, significance of the study, problems encountered and solutions,
as well as makes recommendations for future research.

1.11 Conclusion

The general introduction to the work has been given in this chapter. Worthy
of note is the fact that the framework chosen for this work is the theory of

classical phonemics.
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Chapter Two

Phonology

2.1 Introduction

Human languages are primarily oral-aural systems of communication made
up of sounds which stand as the building blocks upon which speech is built.
This therefore means that an understanding of the structure and functions of
a language requires prior knowledge of its sound system. The sound system
of Kung like that of other tone languages consists of three kinds of
phonological units, namely; consonants, vowels, and tones. This chapter

contains a presentation of the phonology of Kung. It presents the three
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phonological units that make up the sound system. The 24 consonant
phonemes (2.2) come in four subsystems: unmodified consonants (2.2.1),
prenasalized consonants (2.2.2.1), labialized consonants (2.2.2.2) and
palatalized consonants (2.2.2.3). There are ten vowel phonemes (2.3) and
three tonemes (2.4) in the language. In addition to presenting these
phonological units, the CV structure of syllables (2.5) as well as the
common phonological processes (2.6) that sounds undergo when combined

in the language are also discussed.

2.2 Consonants

Consonants are sounds produced with some constriction along the vocal
tract that impedes the free flow of air through the organs of speech. These
consonants are always in a large number in natural languages and in Kung
24 of them are attested.

The data in (1) illustrate contrast between consonant phonemes.

(1) [m&n] [f & B]
umé ‘neck’ SdBU ‘goat’
uné ‘stomach’ safu ‘axe’

[m & 1] [mb & nd]
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kondm ‘tongue’ mbon ‘cow’

kaban ‘jaw’ nddny ‘“flute’

[mb & nd] [s & f]

mbon ‘cow’ isas ‘buttock’
nddn ‘horn’ ifaf ‘he goat’
[1&y] [ts & z]

uxol ‘foot’ tsiy ‘sunlight, heat’
ukoy ‘chair’ z1 ‘strong wind’
[ts & ]] [ts & ch]

tsi ‘cry’ tsam ‘grind’

ji ‘eat’ chom ‘break’

[gh & w]

uwo ‘arm’

ughd ‘excrements’

They are composed of seven stops, four nasals, a trill, six fricatives, a
lateral, three affricates and two glides presented in Table 1 according to

place and manner of articulation.



2.2.1 Unmodified Consonants
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Bilabial Labio- Alveolar Post Palatal Velar Labio- Glottal
dentals alveolar velar
Stops b t k kp gb |?
Nasals m
Trills B
Fricatives f S z | [ 3
Affricates ts tf d3
Laterals
Approximants W y

Table 1: Consonant phonemes

Apart from the alveolar lateral /l/ and the glottal stop /?/, all 24 consonant

phonemes occur freely in onset position. The only consonant phonemes

that occur in coda position are the nasals /m/, /n/, /1/, the fricatives /s/, /1/,

the glottal stop /?/ and the lateral /I/. The sound /r/ is not attested in the

language but is found only in the borrowed word /drds/ ‘dros’ (the pidgin

word for ‘underwear’). The bilabial trill /B/ is also very scarce in the

language and is attested in the word /B&/ ‘goat’.
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2.2.2 Modified consonants

2.2.2.1 Prenasalization

A set of modified consonants found in Kung consists of clusters where the
first consonant is a nasal pronounced at the same place of articulation as the
following consonant. Several consonants may be preceded by such a
homorganic nasal consonant. They never occur as the coda of a syllable or
in word-final position. Prenasalization of nine (9) consonants is shown in

the in the following chart.

Bilabial | Labiodentals | Alveolar Post Velar
alveolar
Stops nt nd pk
mb ng
Fricatives nz
Affricates mbv ndz nj

Table 2: Prenasalization

2.2.2.2 Labialization
Another form of consonant modification is where the second consonant is
the labiovelar glide [w]. Seven (7) consonants maybe followed by this glide

as in the following table.




21

Bilabial Labiodentals | Alveolar Post Velar
alveolar

Bilabial kw

bw
Nasals

mw W
Fricatives fw shw
Liquids

lw

Table 3: Labialization

2.2.2.3 Palatalization

Another kind of consonant modification is where the second consonant is a

palatal glide [y]. Six (6) consonants maybe followed by this glide, as in the

following chart.

Bilabial Labio- Alveolar Post- Velar
dental alveolar
Stops by ty ky
Fricatives fy zhy
Liquids ly

Table 4: Palatalization
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2.3 Vowels
Katamba (1989) describes vowels as speech sounds that are produced without
constriction in the vocal tract.

Data to show vowel contrasts are presented in (2) below.

(2) [t& 4] [@ & u]
indzt ‘cloth B ‘goat’
ndzt ‘sheep’ bu ‘dog’
[0 & 9] [t & 9]
nom ‘husband’ tsim ‘back’
ndm ‘blood’ cham ‘break’
[a & 0] [a & ¢]
kakan ‘pan’ mtay ‘barn’
kakan ‘pestle’ mtéy ‘medicine’

It is shown in this work that Kung has ten vowel phonemes as shown in the

table below.
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Front Central Back
High 1 t =} u
Mid high e 0
Mid low € ) )
Low a

Table 5: Vowel Phonemes

2.4 Tones

Kung is a tone language and exhibits three level tones (high, mid and low), and
three contour tones (rising, high-mid and falling). Worth mentioning is the fact
that Kung is a register tone language and as such, realizations of contour tones
are a result of a combination of register tones. Yip (2002: 1) states that, “a
language is a ‘tone language’ if the pitch of the word can change the meaning of
the word. Not just its nuances, but its core meaning.”The following data show

contrast between the three underlying tones.

3) H L
mbar ‘salt’ mbar ‘stick’
chim ‘stand’ chim ‘break’

ka ‘die’ ku ‘defecate’



sobu ‘dogs’ sdBd
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‘goats’

The following sets of data show the occurrence of the different surface tones.

4)

High

is€y ‘eye’

utdy ‘barn’
kata ‘head’
Mid tone

tay ‘five’
nom ‘husband’
Z8y ‘wife’

Rising tone

fatsdnb1 ‘groundnut’
tamné ‘heart’
kwe ‘sell’

Low

nyam ‘animal, meat’
mbor ‘cow’
mbe?e ‘shoulder’
Falling tone

uné ‘belly’
ison ‘tooth’
uwis ‘fire, gun’
High mid tone

mko Juju’
mwo ‘water’
fono ‘knife’



25

2.5 Syllable structure

A syllable is a language segment composed of an obligatory segment nucleus,
optionally preceded or followed by a consonant margin. Neba (1998) adds that,
“...the syllable is no doubt an essential concept for the understanding of
phonological structures”. Therefore, syllables are a combination of sound

segments in a language.

)

(O) Onset (R) Rime

(P) Peak (Co) Coda

The onset may consist of a single consonant or a consonant plus glide

The peak (nucleus) must consist of either a vowel or a syllabic nasal.

The coda consists of a consonant.

Kung exhibits the V, CV, CGV, CVC and CGVC syllable structures, where
G stands for ‘glide’. Words in the language consist mostly of monosyllabic
roots with a possible V- or CV- prefix or suffix. Consider the following

examples of Kung syllable types.
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2.5.1 V-syllable type

As mentioned above, the peak (nucleus) position of a syllable must be
occupied by either a vowel or a syllabic nasal. In the Kung language, the
vowels ‘i-> and ‘u-’ act as singular and plural nominal prefixes of classes 5
and 8 respectively, and can stand as a syllable. Also, the syllabic nasal ‘m’
1s the plural prefix for class 6a and occupies the peak position of a syllable.

More about this is found in (section 3.4).

2.5.2 CV-syllable type
This syllable type is made up of an onset, which is a consonant and a peak

which is a vowel:

(6) bu ‘dog’
z& ‘snake’
ndé ‘house’

wd ‘person’

2.5.3 CGV-syllable type
In this open syllable type, the onset position is occupied by a consonant
followed by a glide and the peak position is occupied by a vowel.

Examples of such syllable type are the following.
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(7) kwe ‘cook’
mwo ‘water’
u-kyé ‘money’
u-kyt ‘bed’

2.5.4 CVC-syllable type
This is made up of an onset filled by a consonant, a peak which is a vowel

and a coda which 1s a consonant:

(8) tam ‘clear’
say ‘swim’
i-bd? ‘pumpkin’
u-kan ‘pans’

2.5.5 CGVC-syllable type
This is made up of an onset filled by a consonant and a glide, a peak which
1s a vowel and a coda which is a consonant. Examples of this syllable type

are the following:

9) ka-fway ‘leg’
ka-kyan-a ‘pen, pencil’

u-bwom-a ‘shelves’
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2.6 Phonological processes

This section presents common phonological that are attested in the Kung
language. They include glide formation and homorganic nasal assimilation.
2.6.1 Glide formation

In Kung, the high vowels, /1/ and /u/ devocalize to /y/ and /w/ respectively
whenever they are adjacent to other vowels. This is due to the fact that the
language disallows the occurrence of vowels clusters. The following data

illustrate devocalization.

(10) UR SR
fukin/ —» [ukyt] ‘bed’
/ik6i/ —>» [ikoy] ‘bean’
/fua’?/ ——» [fwa?] ‘work’
/bai/ — » [bay] ‘come’

The data illustrate that high vowels change to their corresponding glides
irrespective of whether they occur before or after other vowels. In general,
in a given language, in a sequence of V1 V2, it is either V1 or V2 that
devocalizes. Kung, like Babanki (Akumbu, 1999) illustrates a situation
where both V1 and V2 can devocalize on condition that it is a high vowel.

The following phonological rule captures the glide formation process:
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(11) Glide Formation

[+syll] —» [-syll] /([+syll])_([+syll])
+high

According to this rule, the high vowels devocalize when they are either
preceded or followed by another vowel. It is equally noticed from the data
above that, the tones of the devocalized vowels are not deleted but rather
dock unto the preceding or following tone-bearing unit that caused

devocalization, creating either a contour tone or merging with an identical

tone. The following derivation illustrates the devocalization process.

(12) ukyl fwa?
UR/  ukiu fua?/
Devocalization  ukyu fwa?
Tone docking ukyl fwa?
PR  [ukyG fwa?]

2.6.2 Homorganic nasal assimilation

It is very common in languages to find a nasal being homorganic with the
following consonant. This is ‘one of the most common processes found in
the languages of the world” (Burquest, 1998: 4). The nasals in Kung
assimilate to the place of articulation of the consonant they precede. The

nasal is close enough to the stop for assimilation to occur. This follows the
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locality principle (Archangeli and Pulleyblank, 1994) that depends on both
a tier-internal notion of ‘adjacency’ and a cross-tier notion of ‘precedence’.

The following data illustrate homorganic nasal assimilation in the

language:

(13) N + dag — ndap ‘table’
N + t3? — ntd? ‘breast wear’
N + gu? — ngu? ‘mortar’
N + bdn — mban ‘cow’

This process can be captured by the following rule:

(14) Homorganic nasal assimilation (HNA)

[tnas] —»|0cant |/- | ocant
cor Pcor
The rule states that a nasal takes the place of articulation of the following

consonant as shown in the following derivation.

(15) ntd? mbon
UR/ N-t3? N-bdy /
HNA n-t5? m-bon

PR[ nto? mboy |
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2.7 Conclusion

This chapter has effectively described the phonology of Kung, illustrating
that there are 24 consonant phonemes, 10 vowel phonemes and thre
tonemes in the language. It has shown that the sounds combine into V, CV,
CGV, CVC and CGVC syllable types and that devocalization and
homorganic nasal assimilation commonly apply in the language. The next

chapter focuses on the morphology of the Kung noun.
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Chapter Three

Nominal morphology

3.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the structure of Kung nouns (3.2) and the 11 noun
classes based on agreement marking on modifiers within the noun phrase
(3.3). It further discusses the gender system (3.3.1) comprising of double
class and singular class genders as well as the concord system (3.3.2). The
noun phrase is introduced by collocating and describing nouns with other
nouns (genitive constructions), possessives, demonstratives, adjectives and

numerals.

3.2 Structure of the noun

Kisseberth and Odden (2003: 60) note that the structure of the Bantu noun
generally consists of (pre-prefix) + noun class prefix + stem. However, the
structure of the Kung noun differs slightly in that it does not have a pre-
prefix. The noun would either take a noun class prefix or a noun class
suffix (as in class 10). Interestingly, nouns from all the noun classes in the

language can freely have the class marker prefixed to the root or suffixed to
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it without any semantic alterations. Bum, a central Ring language also
offers its speakers the possibility to either freely prefix or suffix their noun
class markers to the root (Akumbu 2009). However, Kung speakers
generally use the prefix and only use the suffix on occasion. It is assumed
that the default structure of the Kung noun is the following:

(16) (Noun class prefix) + root

The noun class prefix is in parenthesis because some nouns do not have
noun class markers, occurring without prefixes (or suffixes). The following

data illustrate the structure of Kung nouns:

(17) @+Root Gloss Prefix+ Root Root + Gloss
Suffix
tdy ‘pot’ ka-th tu-kd ‘head’
ndan ‘table chair’  i-ghay ghay-i ‘breast’
ntd? ‘breast wear’  ka-kpay kpay-kd ‘arm’
mbon ‘cow’ s9-mbon mbon-sd ‘cows’
z¢ ‘snake’ $9-s0f sof-sd beans

As seen in (17), when the noun class marker is prefixed, it occurs on a L
tone but if it is suffixed, it has a H tone. It is certainly the case that the H
tone results from spreading of the root H tone since the suffixes do not

have low tones when added to low tone roots.
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3.3 Noun class system

Akumbu (2009) states that noun classes are a means by which a language
classifies its nouns and maintains a clear reference to people, things and
ideas. As noted in (3.2) the conventional structure of the Kung noun is
prefix + root. The nominal prefix can be a V, CV or N (where N is a
syllabic nasal). Kung nouns pattern into 11morphological classes namely,
1, 2, 3,5,6, 6a, 7, 8 9, 10 and 19. The odd number classes contain

singular nouns while the even number classes contain plural nouns.

The noun class system of Kung lines up with central Ring in that, class 4 is
absent just like in Bum (Akumbu, 2009) and in Babanki (Akumbu &
Chibaka, 2012) while class 19 is present and classes 6 and 6a are
distinguished. In addition, class 10 is marked by/-sa/ which is typical of the
central Ring class 10 marker /-sV/. Table 6 contains the noun classes that

are distinguished in Kung.
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Noun class Class affix  Example Gloss

1 o z8y ‘wife’

2 2 dzéy ‘wives’

3 u uné, ukoyi ‘neck’, ‘tail’

5 i ikoy ‘bean’

6 &) okoy ‘beans’

6a m mmé, mkoyi, mko, ‘necks’ ‘tails’,
‘belts’

7 kd kata, kaban ‘head’, ‘jaw’

8 u uth, ubdy ‘heads, jaws’

9 0 nyam ‘animal’

10 $9 sopam ‘animals’

19 1£) fako ‘belt’

Table 6: Noun class prefixes in Kung

One thing that is noticeable in Table 6 is that the tone on the nominal
prefixes is considered to be low. Although this issue is not discussed in
detail in this work, it is worth noting that the occurrence of low tone on
prefixes might be an innovation in Kung giving that historically, central
Ring languages might have had high tone prefixes especially in classes that

do not have nasal prefixes (e. g Kom (Hyman, 2005)).
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It is also interesting to note that Kung like other central Ring languages
distinguishes between plural class 6 and 6a. The class 6 marker is 3 while

class 6a is the syllabic nasal m.

The structure of the language only permits a single nominal prefix to be
added to the root. It is worth mentioning that nouns of classes 1 and 9 lack
a prefix. The affiliation of nouns to individual classes and genders is to
some extent determined by semantic criteria and affixation.

3.3.1 Gender system

Nouns in Kung, just like most Bantu languages, are either singular or
plural. A singular-plural pairing is usually called gender. A gender is a
specific pairing of a singular noun class with a plural noun class. In other
words, nouns in a particular singular class can pair up with nouns in a
particular plural class to form what is commonly referred to as “double
gender”. As earlier mentioned, nouns in Kung pattern into 11
morphological classes and interestingly nouns from the same class may
form their plural in different classes. Also, some nouns may have only a
singular or plural form (not both) and are commonly called single class

genders.
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3.3.1.1 Double class genders
The singular/plural class pairings in Kung are 1\2, 3\6a, 5\6, 5\10, 7\6, 7\8,

O\10, 19\6a.These class pairings are exemplified below.

3.3.1.1.1 Gender 1\2

Most of the nouns found in this gender refer to human beings. The singular
forms are in class 1 and their plural forms are found in class 2. Nouns of
class 1 have a zero /@/ prefix while those of class 2 could also be without a

prefix or have a schwa /o-/:

(18) Sg Pl Gloss
nom anom ‘husband(s)’
78y dz8y ‘wife(ives)’
nang anané ‘grandmother(s)’
wWOSJy yéswe ‘“friend (s)’

3.3.1.1.2 Gender 3\6a

The nouns belonging to this gender include some body parts, plants, things
made from plants and natural phenomena. The prefix for class 3 nouns is
/u-/ and that for class 6a is the syllabic nasal /m-/. This is illustrated by the

following examples:



(19) Sg
uné
ukyl
uwoy1
utay

uku

3.3.1.1.3 Gender 5\6

38

Gloss
‘belly(ies)’
‘bed(s)’
‘body(ies)’
‘barn(s)’

‘huckle berry(ies)’

The nouns found in this gender are (paired) body parts, instruments, and

some food items. The prefix for class 5 is /i-/ while that for class 6 is /a-/ as

follows

(20)  Sg
isey
ighay
ikoy
ighon

Pl
ds€y
dghay
akoy

dghon

Gloss
“eye(s)’
‘breast(s)’

‘bean(s)’

‘spear(s)’
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3.3.1.1.4 Gender 5/10
Nouns in this gender include some animal and plant names. Examples of

such nouns are presented are the following.

(21) Sg Pl Gloss
ikal sakiil ‘toilet(s)’
ifaf sofaf ‘he-goat(s)’
ighé soghé ‘feather(s)’
ibd? sabd? ‘pumpkin(s)’

3.3.1.1.5 Gender 7/8
The nouns found in this gender include utensils, some (paired) body parts
and some insects. The prefix for class 7 is /ko-/ while that for class 8 is /u-/.

Examples of such nouns are presented are the following.

(22) Sg Pl Gloss
komba umba ‘bag(s)’
kafway ufway ‘leg(s)’

kath uta ‘head(s)’
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kakan ukan ‘pan(s)’
konyi unyi ‘ant(s)’
3.3.1.1.6 Gender 9/10

Names of most animals, some kinship terms and some tools occur in this

gender. Class 9 takes a zero /@/ prefix while class 10 is marked by /so-/:

(23) Sg Pl Gloss
kay sokay ‘monkey(s)’
nyam sonyam ‘animal(s), meat’
mbon somban ‘cow(s)’
fi soft ‘hoe (s)’

3.3.3.1.7 Gender 19/6a
Names of small things, some uncountable goods and some utensils are
found in this gender. The prefix for class 19 is /fo-/ while that for class 6a is

the syllabic nasal /m-/:

(24) Sg Pl Gloss
fawd mwo ‘small cup(s)’

faka? mka? ‘tree(s)’



fonyim
fomgban

fonyo

3.3.1.2 Single Class genders

mnyim
mgban

mnys
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‘bird(s)’
‘salt’

‘knife(ives)’

Apart from the singular/plural pairings presented above, a few single class

genders are equally attested in the language.

3.3.1.2.1 Gender 3
(25) Word
ukyé

ughd

3.3.1.2.2 Gender5
(26) Word
iwol

itsej

3.3.1.2.3 Gender 6a

(27) Word

Gloss
(4 b
money

‘excrement’

Gloss
‘rain’

‘sun’

Gloss



3.3.1.2.4 Gender 7

(28)

3.3.1.2.5 Gender 8

(29)

3.3.1.2.6 Gender 9

(30)

mwo
mli
mti

mko

Word
kanwi?e
konyé?

kafaf

Word
utsim

uyd

Word
ndzond
tsiy

ts€y
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‘water’
‘wine’
‘ground, soil’

‘juju’

Gloss
‘dew’
‘smoke’

‘coldness’

Gloss
‘ashes’

‘money’

Gloss
‘moon’
‘hunger’

‘sunlight, heat’
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7 ‘strong wind’

3.3.2 Concord system

The noun governs the nominal group because the form of the noun affix
determines the form of the concord markers on the nominal modifiers. The
structure of the modifier or argument is determined by the class of the head
noun. Concord agreement in Kung depends on the nominal modifiers that
combine with each head noun. This is illustrated using possessives,
demonstratives, numerals, quantifiers, and interrogatives and genitive
constructions. It is worth noting that the numeral two and quantifier

‘whole/all’ are indicated for illustrative reasons only as in Table 7.

(31) a. sand Zun
cl5 Palmbroom  POSS
‘my palm broom’

b. sand stn-sd
palmbroom POSS-cl10
‘my palm brooms’

c. sand 78
cl5 palm broom DEM
‘this palm broom’

d. sand s€
cl10 palm broom DEM
‘these palm brooms’



(32)

(33)

(34)

®
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nom wup
cll husband POSS
‘my husband’

no wup-3

husband POSS-clI2
‘my husbands’

nom we
cl1 husband DEM
‘this husband’

no ye
husbands DEM
‘these husbands’

tay wui
cl3 barn POSS
‘my barn’

tay mun
cl6a barns POSS
‘my barns’

tay we
cl3 barn DEM
‘this barn’

tay me
cléa barns DEM
‘these barns’

yay Zun
cl5 breast POSS
‘my breast’

yay wun-9
breast POSS-cl6

‘my breasts’



(35)

(36)

yay VAS
cl5 breast DEM
‘this breast’

yay ye
cl6 breasts DEM
‘these breasts’

tas kin-k3
spoon POSS-cl7
‘my spoon’

tas wiup
cl8 spoon  POSS
‘my spoons’

tas ke
spoon DEM
‘this spoon’

tas we
spoon DEM
‘my spoons’

Zd Zun
cl9 snake  POSS
‘my snake’

/e sun-s3d
snake POSS-cl10
‘my snakes’

Zd 78
snake DEM
‘this snake’

Zd 78
snake DEM

‘these snakes’

45



(37) a.

46

ni fan-13
knife POSS-cl19
‘my knife’

ni muy
knife POSS
‘my knives’

ni fe
knife DEM
‘this knife’

ni me
knife DEM
‘these knives’
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Gender | Nouns | Gloss Poss. Demons. | Numeral | Quant. | Interro.
Pairing my that, two all which
those

% way child wr wey bd kom ughayu
wa children wund ghé gha’

3/6a u-kyQ | bed wiin wéy mbd nkdm | ghay
m-kyQ | beds min méy ughaym

5/6 i-séy eye zin3 z8&y bd kdm ghay
3-séy eyes wund ghé gha

5/10 1-sand | palmbroom | zin izéy bd ighay
s3-sand | palmbrooms | suns3 soghé sdghaysa

7/8 ko-ta | head kinkd | kdghé ubd kdm ghay
u-ta heads wund uwéy ghay

9/10 foy fon, chief | wun uwéy sobd sokom | ughayu
sd-fdy | fons, chiefs | suns3 soghé sdghaysd

19/6a f3-nyim | bird funfs foghé mbd pkom | foghayfd
m-nyim | birds mun méy ghaym

Table 7: Some nominal modifiers

3.4 The Noun phrase

The complement modifiers always follow the head noun in this language.

Therefore, head-complement order dominates. This is illustrated by the

possessives, demonstratives, adjectives and genitive constructions.
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3.4.1 Possessives

Possessive pronouns typically follow the head noun in the language:

(38) a. tas kin-k3

cl7.spoon  POSS-cl7
‘my spoon’

b. sand zi
cl5.broom POSS
‘his broom’

c. tsum fan-13
cl9.drum  POSS-cl19
‘my drum’

The suffixes on the possessive pronouns in (a) and (b) above show
agreement with the head noun. The possessive marker in (c) has no suffix

because the head noun belongs to class 9 which has a zero (@) prefix.

3.4.2 Demonstratives
Demonstrative pronouns just like possessive pronouns always follow the
head noun. The demonstrative pronouns used here are this, that and those.

Examples are presented in (32).

(39) a. i-s¢y VA4S
Cl5-eye DEM
‘this eye’

b. ka?-f3 fé
tree-cl19 DEM
‘that tree’
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c. kiul-s3 ghe
toilet-cl10 DEM
‘those toilets’
3.4.3 Adjectives

In Kung, the adjective follows the head noun as well. Examples of

adjectives modifying nouns are given in (33).

(40) a. ndé ighd?1

cl9.house  big
‘A big house’

b. ty tom1
cl9.pot hot
‘A hot pot’

c. WO lona
cll.man black
‘A black man’

3.4.4 Genitive constructions

In Kung just like in Babanki, the genitive (associative) construction adopts
the form ‘N1 of N2’. The genitive noun is used to modify the head noun,
and these two nouns are separated by an associative marker (AM) that can
be translated roughly as ‘of’. The AM in Kung is a segmental morpheme
that depends on the noun class marker of the noun that occupies NI
position. Examples of these constructions are as follows.

(41) a. sdy i way

Cl5.tooth cl5.AM cl1-child
‘child’s tooth’
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b. tu kd way k3
head.cl7 cl7.AM child cl7
‘child’s head’

c. tu u netam
head cl8. AM children
‘children’s head’

3.5 Conclusion

This chapter has described some major aspects of the nominal morphology
of Kung. It has been shown that the noun in Kung is made up of a prefix +
root or a root + suffix. The 11 noun classes of the language have also been
presented and it has been shown that nominal modifiers follow the head

noun in the noun phrase.
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Chapter Four

Verbal morphology

4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the verb and the verb phrase taking into consideration
monosyllabic verb roots (4.2.1), disyllabic verb roots (4.2.2), the verbal
prefix which is the infinitive (4.2.3) as well as the two verb tone classes
that exist in the language (4.3). Furthermore, aspects of the verb phrase

such as tense (4.4.1), aspect (4.4.2) and mood (4.4.3) are discussed.

4.2 The verb root

A simple Kung verb can have the following structure:

(prefix) + root + (suffix)

While both the prefix and suffix are optional, the root is obligatory. The
prefix (discussed in section 4.2.3) occurs in the infinitive forms of verbs
and the suffix can be attached to a verb root to form a stem. The canonical
structure of Kung verb roots is CV or CVC as seen in section 4.2.1. A few
verb stems may be CVCV or CGV(C) and there is no final vowel. The verb
roots that appear to have two syllables always have a CV ending which can
be interpreted as an extension, similar to what holds in Babanki (Akumbu
& Chibaka, 2012). Generally, monosyllabic verb roots are more common

than disyllabic ones.
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4.2.1 Monosyllabic verb roots
Like in most Grassfields Bantu languages, most Kung verb roots have
become monosyllabic, probably due to the loss of the second syllable. They

may have a CV or CVC shape as in (35):

(42)a. CV verb root Gloss
tsi ‘ery’
ku ‘defecate’
té ‘kick’
za ‘dry’

b. CVC verb root Gloss
Zas ‘sweep’
cham ‘break’
ts? ‘pound’
tam ‘clear’

4.2.2 Disyllabic verb roots
As mentioned above, the disyllabic verb roots always have a V ending
which is interpreted as a suffix. Like in Babanki and Bum,these are formal

extensions that are part of the root.
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(43) CVCV verb stem Gloss
be2é ‘carry’
nand ‘creep’
tsuma ‘chase’
ghomad ‘speak’

4.2.3 The prefix

Akumbu & Chibaka (2012: 26) hold that the infinitive is generally used
when the speaker intends to highlight the truth value of a statement. The
marker of the infinitive in Kung is a prefix with a CV-shape. Although it
bears a H tone on the surface, its effect on the tone of the verb root suggests
that the underlying high tone of the prefix is followed by a floating low
tone. The infinitive marker is therefore /s3 /. In this regard, Kung lines up
with Babanki (Akumbu, 2015) and Bum (Bangsi, 2016) in having identical
infinitive tones, which is a high tone followed by a floating low tone.
Evidence for the presence of the floating low tone in Kung is seen in the
fact that when the prefix is attached to H tone verb roots, the verb tone is
realized at a lower register than the infinitive H. This downstep of the verb
H tone is certainly caused by the presence of a floating low tone between
the two H tones. Since downstep occurs here but not elsewhere, say in
imperative forms, it is the case that the floating low tone that is responsible
for the downstep is part of the infinitive marker. This is illustrated by the

following examples:



(44) a.
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s3*dzi ‘to eat’ /sd - d3i/
s3*bin ‘to eat’ /sd -bin/
s3*nin ‘to run’ /sd - pin/
s3*16 ‘to give’ /sd -fo/
sd*tst? ‘to pound’ /s3 - tst?/
sdbay ‘to come’  /sd -bay/
sdsan ‘to swim’ /84 -san/
satsi ‘tocry’  /sd -tsi/
sdzas ‘to sweep® /sd -zas/
sdku ‘to pound’ /s& -ku/

While the forms in (37a) show downstep, those in (37b) show that when

the infinitive marker is attached to L tone verb roots, the floating L tone

merges with the L tone of the root. The following sentences illustrate the

use of the infinitve:

(45) a.

s3-*3i a nd ghé tshn
INF-eat be ART thing good
‘To eat 1s a good thing.’

$9-zas a nd ghé tslp
INF-sweep be  ART thing good
‘To sweep is a good thing.’

méy kdnd sd*dsi
Ip  want INF-eat
‘I want to eat’
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4.3 Verb tone classes

The Kung verb root divides into two tonal classes, namely, high and low:

(46) a. dzi ‘eat’
bin ‘dance’
iy ‘run’
1Y) ‘give’

b. bay ‘come’
sarg ‘swim’
tsi ‘ery’
tyay ‘write’

The data show that Kung verb roots can either have a high (39a) tone or a
low tone (39b). It has been shown that other central Ring languages also
have two tone classes (e.g Mmen (Moller, 2012), Babanki (Akumbu, 2015)

and Bum (Bangsi, 2016)).

4.4 Tense, aspect and mood

According Nurse (2003), tense represents the time that contains events and
locates themin the universe of time while aspect represents time within an
event. Mood distinctions are used to indicate the speaker’s attitude towards

the factuality or likelihood of the action or condition expressed.
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4.4.1 Tense

Akumbu & Chibaka (2012) state that tense as a tool that speakers use to
express time in their language. Most central Ring Bantu languages such as
Kung have a separate morpheme or toneme to distinguish the different
tenses.The tense system of Kung includes atleast six categories that is,
three degrees of past reference, two degrees of future reference and an

unmarked present tense as illustrated below.

4.4.1.1 Past Tense
The past tense locates a situation in time prior to the present moment. Kung
distinguishes three different past tense divisions (immediate, distant and

remote).

4.4.1.1.1 Remote Past (P3)
The remote past tense is used to represent situations and events that existed
or took place earlier than one week ago. It is marked by a falling tone

morpheme /mam/.

(47) a. nétom mam 3t kd-bay
cl2.child P3 eat cl7-cornfufu
‘the children ate cornfufu (about two weeks ago to infinity).’
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b. mwd mam me
cl6a-water P3 finish
‘the water got finished (about two weeks ago to infinity).’
It is unclear what the source of the falling tone on the P3 marker is giving

that in a register tone language such as Kung, contour tones are not

normally underlying.

4.4.1.1.2 Hodiernal Past (P2)
The hodiernal past tense (P2) refers to situations or events which existed or
took place before midnight of the previous day right back to about a week
ago. It is marked by a high toned morpheme /mam/.
(48) a. mwd mém me

cléa.water P2  finish

‘the water got finished (yesterday to about one week ago).’

b. nétom mdm 3t kd-bay

cl2.child P2 eat cl7-cornfufu

‘The children ate cornfufu (yesterday to about one week ago).’
4.4.1.1.3 Immediate Past (P1)
The immediate past tense (P1) is used for situations or events that have just

existed or taken place before the present moment. It is marked by a high

toned morpheme /ma/:

(49) a. nétom md 3t kd-bay
cl2.children P1 eat  cl7-cornfufu
‘The children ate cornfufu (just now).’



b.
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nyim-f5 md ki
bird-cl19 P1  die
‘The bird just died (just now).’

4.4.1.2 Present Tense (P0)

The present tense is regularly used to refer to actions or states that are in

progress at the moment of speaking. In Kung, this tense is used to describe

situations which are presently taking place, or which will be taking place in

the immediate future. It 1s also used for truths that hold at all times. The

following examples illustrate the use of the present tense.

(50) a.

BU-S9 kpfo  u-ghay
goat-cl10 chew  cl8-grass
‘Goats eat grass’

ne win fwa? nd ndg
cll.mother = my work PREP cl9.house
‘My mother works in the house’

The data show that there is no morphological marker of the present tense.

4.4.1.3 Future Tense

The future tense locates a situation at a time subsequent to the present

moment. Kung language makes use of two future time divisions.
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4.4.1.3.1 Immediate Future (F1)
The immediate future tense (F1) is used to refer to situations which will

occur immediately following the moment of speech. It is marked by a high

toned morpheme /kd/:
(51) a. tdy z¢ k&  taynl
cl9.pot DET F1  fall
“The pot will fall (now).’
b. mvi-sd kd  pint ndé

Fowl-cl10 F1 enter cl9.house

‘Fowls will enter the house (now).’
4.4.1.3.2 Hodiernal Future (F2)
The hodiernal future tense (F2) is used for situations that will take place a
few minutes after the present moment of speech until the end of the day of

the speech. It is marked by a low toned morpheme /nd/:

(52) a. ¢ty z€ nd  tanu
Pot-cl9 DET F2 fall

‘The pot will fall (soon).’
b. mvisd nd  nyinu ndé

fowl-cl10 F2  enter cl9.house
‘Fowls will enter the house (soon).’

It should be noted that all tense markers occur just before the verb root.
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4.4.2 Aspect

As said earlier, aspect makes non-specific reference to time. So far, five
aspectual distinctions- perfective, progressive, habitual, repetitive, and
anterior have been identified in Kung. According to Comrie (1976: 21),
perfective aspect “involves lack of explicit reference to the internal
temporal constituency of a situation”. A construction with perfective aspect
“presents an event as an undifferentiated and time-bounded whole, without
regard to the internal constituency of the event (Nurse 2003:96)”. This
aspect i1s not marked in Kung. The absence of progressive or habitual
marking, as in preceding examples of past tenses, indicates that a
construction is in the perfective. In the following subsections, imperfective

aspects are presented.

4.4.2.1 Progressive
Progressive aspect (PROQG) refers to events that are normally ongoing, as
well as to situations where two events are going on at the same time. It 1is

marked by /nd/ which occurs after the verb root.

(53) a. moy fa bey nd nu
Ip  was sleep PROG
‘I was sleeping (today).’

b. yé mady fa  béy nd

while 1p was sleep PROG
‘While I was sleeping (today)...’
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4.4.2.2 Habitual

Habitual aspect (HAB) is used to describe situations which happen
regularly and over a long period of time such that they are no longer
considered to be incidental but rather a characteristic feature of a whole

period. It is marked by a high toned morpheme /t¢/ and found before the

verb root.
(54) a. z¢ té koykd tso  kd-bay
cl2.woman HAB cook ASS cl7-cornfufu

‘Women always cook cornfufu.’
b. nétom té kuna tso  sd-ko
cll.child HAB crack ASS cl10-kernel
‘Children always crack kernels.’
c. nd té ndu  sd-ngun
cl22men HAB go  cl10-bush
‘Men always go to the bush.’
4.4.2.3 Repetitive
Repetitive aspect (REP) i1s used to describe known situatiions which are
recurrent or can be repeated. It can refer to past (except P1), present and
future (except F1) actions.
(55)a. nod wam  kpasd
cll.man lie REP

‘The man lied again.’

b. mbon-sd ni  kpasd 3 ka-fu?
cow-cl10 enter REP DET cl7-farm
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‘Cows entered the farm again’

b. kima-kd bin kpas3 nd
juju-cl7 dance REP
‘A juju will display again.’
4.4.2.4 Anterior
Anterior aspect (ANT) refers to an earlier action which produced a state
that either lives on, or whose consequences or relevance can still be felt.
(56)a. myd su masd ndi-s3 sa-kam

Ip wash all cloth-cl10 cl10-ANT
‘I have washed the clothes completely.’

b. gh¢ tdm masd fu?  ko-kom
they clear all farm cl7-ANT
‘They have cleared the farm completely.’

c. kar-f3 fiy mdsd f5-kdm
tree-cl19 burn all  cl19-ANT

‘The tree was burnt completely.’
The data show that agreement with the head noun of the construction is

marked on ANT.

4.4.3 Mood

The Kung verb system employs several moods to indicate the speaker’s
attitude towards the factuality or likelithood of the action or condition
expressed. In this section, we present the imperative, hortative and potential

moods.
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4.4.3.1 Imperative
The imperative (IMP) mood expresses direct commands, prohibitions and
requests, urging the audience to act in a certain way. It is used in the second
person singular and plural. The imperative marker in Kung is a floating H
tone after the verb root. This H tone docks to the left and merges with that
of the H tone verbs. If they verb root is L, the IMP H tone combines with it
to form a rising contour. Examples are presented below.
(57) a. bay
bay

Come IMP
‘You (sg.) come!”

!

ghay bay
ghay bay
2p  come IMP
‘You (pl.) come!’

!

b. no
no
go IMP
‘You (sg.) go!’

!

ghay no
ghay no
2p go IMP
“You (pl.) go!”

!

The imperative is negated by the use of /kd/ which occurs immediately

before the verb root:
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(58) a. ka3 bay
PROH come
‘Don’t come!’

ghay k3 bay
2p PROH come
‘Don’t come!’

b. k3 no
PROH g0
‘Don’t go!”

ghay k3 no

2p PROH g0
‘Don’t go!”

4.4.3.2 Hortative

The hortative (HORT) signals the speaker’s encouragement or
discouragement toward the addressee’s bringing about the proposition of an
utterance. The hortative and the imperative moods are formed in the same
way in Kung. However, while the imperative is stated in the second person,

the hortative is stated in the first or third persons.

(59) mdy no fi
mdy no fi '
Is go out HORT
‘I should go out!”

bé¢  ghani fi
bé¢  ghani fi
Ilp go out HORT
‘We should go out!’

!
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4.4.3.3 Potential
The potential (POT) mood is used to express the speaker’s permission for
the proposition to be realized.It is marked by st ‘can’ and occurs
immediately before the verb root:
(60) gho ney st ney

2s take POT take

‘You(sg.) can take.’

gho néy st kol Buasé

2s take POT tie  goat

‘You(sg.) can tie the goats.’
4.5 Conclusion
Some major aspects of the verbal morphology of Kung have been presented
in this chapter. It has been shown that there are mainly monosyllabic in the
language and that infinitive is marked by a high toned morpheme followed
by a floating low tone (s -). Furthermore, it has also been revealed that
there are three past tenses (remote, distant and immediate), a present tense
and two future tenses (immediate and hordienal) in the language. The

perfective and four imperfective aspects as well as three distinctions in

mood have also been presented in this chapter.
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Chapter Five

General conclusion

5.1 Introduction

This chapter concludes this study. Using the theory of classical phonemics,
the phonology of Kung has been described bringing out the consonant and
vowel phonemes, tonal melodies, syllable structure and relevant
phonological processes. In addition to describing the phonology, the
nominal and verbal morphology were described. Therefore, having attained
the objective of this study, this chapter provides a general conclusion to the
entire work. It presents a summary of all the chapters, outlines the research
findings, and provides some suggestions for future research on the Kung

Language.

5.2 Summary of chapters
This study makes use of the theory of Classical phonemics to describe

aspects of the phonology and the entire work 1s divided into five chapters.
The first chapter gives a general introduction to the study.

The second chapter describes the phonology of the language which
includes 24 consonant phonemes, 10 vowel phonemes and three tonemes),
the syllable structure and the processes of devocalization and homorganic

nasal assimilation commonly apply in the language.
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In chapter three, aspects of nominal morphology are presented. Within the
noun morphology of Kung, the noun structure and the noun class system of
the language has been presented taking into consideration the singular and
the plural gender affixes, noun formation and the syllable structure of noun

roots.

Chapter four on its part constitutes aspects of verb morphology. It discusses
the verb root (monosyllabic and disyllabic) and the verbal prefix which is
the infinitive marker in the language. In addition, other aspects of verb

morphology which include; tense, aspect and mood are also discussed.

Finally, chapter five, which is the last chapter, concludes the work and
gives the general conclusion. This chapter presents a summary of the entire
work, findings as well as recommendations for future research on the

language.

5.3 Findings
In the course of this study, we had a good number of findings which are

outlined below:

5.3.1 Major finding
This study provides some facts that suggest that Kung should be classified

as central Ring.
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5.3.2 Other findings
1. The phonology of Kung presents 24 consonant phonemes and 10 vowel

phonemes.

2. Kung has three underlying (level) tones which are the H, M and L tones.

3. The syllable types attested in Kung are the V, CV, CGV, CVC and

CGVC syllable types.

4. The common phonological processes attested in Kung are glide

formation, and homorganic nasal assimilation.

5. The structure of the Kung noun is prefix + root but, the structure freely

alternates between noun class prefix + root and /or root + noun class suffix.

6. The Kung language presents 11 noun classes on the bases of agreement

marking on modifiers within the noun phrase.

7. There are three underlying tonal melodies on the nouns,-H, M and L.

8. The verb in Kung has two underlying tone melodies - H and L.

9. Kung exhibits three past tenses, the present tense and two future tenses.
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5.4 Recommendations for further research
This study has unavoidably been limited in scope due to time constraints.
This maiden study has only presented some aspects of the phonology and

morpho-syntax of Kung.

It 1s recommended that future research focuses on tonal melodies and their
behaviour in the different word categories such as nouns, verbs, adjectives,

prepositions and adverbs.

In addition, it is recommended that research be done extensively on the
phonological, morphological and tonal processes that occur in the

Language.

Finally, the area of syntax and semantics could also be explored in detail.

It is hoped that this work has provided data and literature that can be used
for subsequent research on Kung in particular and Bantu languages in

general.
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List of words (extracted from the SIL 1700 comparative

African wordlist)

A. Nouns

Household items

Sg
1. isana
2. kdsas
3. kakoy
4. ndan
5. uchwii
0. toy
7. lam
8. fasay
9 wd
10. fawo
11. tdy
12. katas
13. kakan
14. kakan

pl
$dsand
usas
ukdy
sdndan
mchwii
satdy
solam
msay

SAW)

satdy
utas
ukon

ukan

gloss

‘palm broom’
‘rafia broom’
‘bamboo chair’
‘table chair’
‘bed’

‘bucket’

‘lamp’

‘small cup’
‘p0t9
‘spoon’

‘pestle’

‘bowl °



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

ngu?
bwdom
tiwusey
tsund
kabélénget
indzt
drds
ntd?
kakin
ifela

ifa
mwo
mbvi
tiwuséy
foka?a
ikyi
utsim
bol
utay
fanad
kaneld

kaky3

sdngu?
sdbwom

tisdwusd

ubolénget
sandzi
sadrds
mntd?
ukin
safela

safu

tisdwusd
mka?a

sokyi

sabol
mtay
mnd

unclad

uky3

‘mortar’

‘calabash’

‘firestone’

‘grinding stone’

‘blanket’
‘cloth dress’
‘pant’
‘breastwear’
‘headtie’
‘feather’
‘leaf’
‘water’

‘oil’
‘fireplace’
‘“fire wood’
‘charcoal’
‘wood ash’
‘wood barn’
‘maize barn’
‘knife’

‘tray’

‘basket’



37. tsdu
38, képh
39. 1kal

40. fatsum
41. nddny
42, koway
43, ndézafd
44, ndé

45. ndétsa?

46.  nditéy

47. uway

48. kaba?

49. chy3

50. feko

51. nddn

52. falamas

53. kdbwdmad
Animals

54. bu

55.  fotamu

mtséu
mfd

sakul
mtsum
sdndan
uway
ndésdzafd
sdndg
ndésatsa?
ndésatéy
mway
uba?
sdchya
mko
sdndan
mlamas

ubwdma

sabu

mtamu

75

‘door’
‘hut’
‘toilet’
‘drum’
‘flute’
‘thatch’
‘church’
‘house’
‘prison’
‘hospital’
‘market’
‘umbrella’
‘living room’
‘belt’
‘horn’
‘grape’

‘shelf’

‘dog

cat’



56. ndza

57. BU

58. zd

59.  mbon

60. mbve

61. kopfundun

62. kafol

63. kdkydkyd

64. kay

65. kaba:

66. fopdm

67. kombw)d

68. nachi

69. koni

70.  kadkoy

71.  tsiy

72.  ikéyn

73.  kombigmbind
Numerals

74.  nokofwd

sdndzu
sdBl
sdzo
sdmbon
sdmbvy
upfunduy
ufol
ukyadkyd
sdkay
ubd
mpdm

umbwd

uni
ukoy
satsi
sokeéyn

umbinmbind

‘zero’

‘sheep’
‘goat’
‘snake’
COW
‘fowl’
‘pig’
rat
“fly’
‘monkey’
‘lion’
‘bird’
‘fish’
‘elephant’
‘ant’
‘lizard’
‘cricket’
‘termite’

b

‘millipede

76



75.  md?
76.  ba:
77.  ta:

78.  kyeke
79. tay

80. tufd
81. sembe
82. femd

83. boldmd?

77

84. iyim
Body Parts
85. katu
86. is€y
87. kaotund
88. iwey
89. itsd
90. iyay
91. inGp
92. umé
93. mbe?e

one
‘two’
‘three’
‘four’
‘five’
‘six’
‘seven’
‘eight’
‘nine’
‘ten’
uta ‘head’
3séj ‘eye’
utand ‘ear’
SOWEY ‘nose’
‘mouth’
ayay ‘breast’
sonin ‘hair’
‘neck’
soambe?e ‘shoulder’



94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

I11.

112.

113.

114.

115.

kdkpay
kakéykéy
tstm

uné

utan

nd3o
mnim
koyif
kowo
tamné
béusasd
kayol
wayfawolfa
wayfowofd
ison

kabé
kafway
kabdn
kandm
kaytsey
bu?kdsaskd

ndzéne

okpay
ukeéykeéy
satsim
mné
mtan

sdnd3d

yiu

uwo

ti:né

uyél

waynamwolam

waynemwom

dsom

ubé

ufway
sabdn
undm
kaysatsasd
bu?usasu

nd3yésanésd

‘hand’
‘chest’
‘back’
‘stomach’
‘waist’
‘flesh’
‘blood’
‘bone’
‘arm’
‘heart’
‘buttocks’
‘foot’
‘toe’
f’inger’
‘tecth’
‘thigh’
‘leg’
Jaw’
‘tongue’
‘chin’
‘anus’

‘intestine’
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Family Relations

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

nej

be

way

nom

z&y
wayné
wané
nomsanéy
bézéywiin

bebé

3913

School Items

130.
131.

132. nitomndénwa?loke

kénwa?ld

ndénwa?lo

yenéj
yebe

oway
anom

dz8y

wanyeé

nomsanésa

ebebé
énané
YOSWE

safoy

igwa?le

‘mother’
‘father’
‘child’
‘husband’
‘wife’
‘brother’
‘sister’
‘uncle’
‘in-law’
‘grandfather’
‘grandmother’
‘friend’
‘chief’

‘God’

‘book’
‘school’

‘student’
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133. koakyano ukyano ‘pen, pencil’

134. mbina sombina ‘bell’
135. fombay mmbar ‘cane’
136. komb3 umb3 ‘bag’

Farming Tools

137. fi soft ‘hoe’
138. 1fu safti: ‘axe’
139. 1fe safe cutlass’
140. kafu ufu ‘farm’
141. wobwowu ydbwo ‘hunter’
142. wofdwu yafa ‘farmer’
143. 1yon 3yon ‘spear’
144. koyay uyay ‘grass’
145. foka? mnka? ‘tree’
146. mban sdmbar ‘stick’
147. uwus mwus ‘gun’
148. kako mpko “forest’
149. ngin sdngln ‘bush’
150. kabal ub3l ‘dust’

151. uném mnom ‘road’



Food Crops
152. kanan
153. ikdy

154. wumeyngdondka
155. kofe
156. fotsdnymbr:
157. 10ko

158. isof

159. nde?tfi
160. kabay
161. kpa?a
162. ikay

163. uku

164. kabay
165. fombu?
166. pom

167. ko

168. ilany

169. foamban
170. nam

171. falamas

unan
okdy
wungond

ufe

mtsdymbi:

solokd
sosof
sonde?tfi
ubay
unala
sdkay
mnku
uban
mmbu?
sapom
soko
salan
mmban
sonam

mlamas
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‘cocoyam’
‘beans’

‘rice’
‘plantain’
‘groundnut’
‘cassava’
‘maize’
‘potato’

‘fufu’

‘garden egg’
‘egust’
‘vegetable’
‘palmnut’
‘banana’
‘indian bamboo’
‘palm kernel’
‘rafia bamboo’
‘salt’

‘meat’

‘orange’



B. Verbs

172.

173.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

190.

191.

tay
3t
tfim
t[e?
bin
i
bay
)
€23
bey
say
yoma
neyn
tsi
tyay
Jind
be?é
6
zam

kweé

jump
eat
stand
laugh
dance
run
come
urinate
sit
sleep
swim
speak
take
cry
write
play
carry
give
sing

cook
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192.

193.

194.

195.

196.

197.

198.

199.

200.

dzya
z0yd
bé
ka?
7e?¢
z0y
té
tam

yoma

plant
plait
climb
tilt
buy
kick
clear

talk
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