ABSTRACT


The 1986 accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine produced severe environmental health problems.  This paper reports on the environmental health conditions in Ukraine after the accident and the health policy approaches employed to respond to the environmental conditions and health problems.  


Crisis conditions and a period of rapid change in Ukraine contributed to the difficulties of developing and implementing policy to address serious environmental health problems.  Despite these difficulties, Ukraine is taking effective action.  The paper describes the primary environmental health problem areas and the efforts taken to solve them.  The effect of intense public fear of radiation on policy making is described.  The paper discusses the ability of public fear to distort health policy towards certain problems leaving problems of greater importance with fewer resources.

