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Provision of a safe drinking water supply should be an essential component of any plan that intends to guide the growth of a community or region and that aspires to achieve sustainable growth.  In much of the United States, plans for communities and regions do not explicitly address potable water with the assumption that a safe water supply will be provided when growth occurs.  This often contributes to suburban sprawl and un-sustainable growth. This paper explores how potable water supply issues can be included in the planning process to help control suburban sprawl and encourage sustainable growth.


This paper reviews how drinking water supply issues have been linked to the planning process in the past and suggests how these issues may be used in efforts to achieve growth management and sustainable growth.  In addition to reviewing the literature on this issue, the paper will report on the results of a project that the author completed involving a proposal for a regional potable water supply with an inter-basin transfer of water. The project is in the humid eastern part of the USA. This project encountered considerable conflict between municipal and county governments over the implications for growth.  The paper includes a case study of this project. It presents the context of the case, data on alternative proposals, analysis of the costs of alternative proposals, and a discussion of the importance of future uncertainties in the decision.
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