LIN443/453 Semantics II
Spring, 2010

Instructor: Dr. EunHee Lee (Office: Baldy Hall 623, Phone: 645-0125, E-mail: ehlee@buffalo.edu, 

                    Office hours: TR 11-12)
Classroom: Clemens Hall 17

Class time: TR 9:30-10:50

Text: G. Chierchia and S. McConnell-Ginet, Meaning and Grammar, MIT Press, 2000 (2nd edition)

Required work: 

1) Attendance and participation (10%)

2) Four homework assignments (each 10%)

3) Take-home midterm exam (20%)

4) In-class final exam (30%)

An introduction to the principles, concepts and tools involved in the construction of formal semantic analyses of natural language. Throughout the course we will analyze detailed fragments of natural language with syntactic and semantic components. The goal is to acquire a solid understanding and ‘hands-on’ competence of the applications of semantic analysis to natural language and prepare to do research in this field (if you’d like (). We will not discuss Chapter 4 (Speaking, meaning and doing) and Chapter 8 (Word meaning) because there are separate classes for pragmatics and lexical semantics. 
Week 1     1/12T, 14R        Introduction: What is a theory of meaning?
Week 2     1/19T, 21R        Chapter 1 The empirical domain of semantics

Week 3     1/26T, 28R        Chapter 2 Denotation, truth and meaning             Assignment 1 due (on 1/26)       

Week 4     2/2T, 4R            Chapter 3 Quantification and LF                               
Week 5     2/9T, 11R          Chapter 3 Quantification and LF (cont.)                 

Week 6     2/16T, 18R        Chapter 5 Intensionality                                             Assignment 2 due (on 2/16)
Week 7     2/23T, 25R        Chapter 5 Intensionality (cont.)                           
Week 8     3/2T, 4R             Chapter 6 Contexts                                                      Take-home midterm due     

Week 9     3/9T, 11R          Spring Recess
Week 10   3/16T, 18R        Chapter 6 Contexts (cont.)                      
Week 11   3/23T, 25R        Chapter 7 Lambda abstraction                                   Assignment 3 due (on 3/23)
Week 12   3/30T, 4/1R      Chapter 7 Lambda abstraction (cont.)   
Week 13   4/6T, 8R            Chapter 9 Generalized quantifier                  
Week 14   4/13T, 15R        Chapter 9 Generalized quantifier (cont.)                                       
Week 15   4/20T, 22R        Review                                                                             Assignment 4 due (on 4/20)
Week 16                              Final Examination

Assignment 1

From Chapter 1: Exercise 1 (7) – (16) on p. 24; Exercise 3 (4) – (8) on p. 33; Exercise 4 all odd numbers on pp. 37-38; Exercise 5 pick 5

Assignment 2

From Chapter 2: Exercise 2 on p. 83; Exercise 4 on p. 86; Exercise 8 on p. 111

From Chapter 3: Exercise 3 (4) – (8) on p. 126, Exercise 4 on pp. 134 – 135, Exercise 6 on pp. 144 – 145; Exercise 8 on p. 168
Assignment 3

From Chapter 5: Exercise 1 on p. 273, Exercise 4 on p. 302, Exercise 5 on pp. 307-308, Exercise 7 on p. 313

From Chapter 6: Exercise 4 on p. 344, Exercise 5 on  pp. 368 – 369

Assignment 4

From Chapter 7: Exercise 5 on p. 404, Exercise 9 on p. 429
From Chapter 9: Exercise 1 on p. 510, Exercise 4 (6) on p. 527

