LIN 623: Tense in Discourse

Fall, 2006

Department of Linguistics

Time and Classroom: Monday 2:00 - 4:50 @ Baldy 119 

Instructor: EunHee Lee

                   Office: Baldy 623, Telephone: 645-2177 x.748 
                   E-mail: ehlee@buffalo.edu
Office Hours: W 1 – 3
Text: Readings on reserve

Course Description: This course aims to equip the students with an in-depth knowledge of the discourse-based semantic analyses of the temporal and aspectual morphemes in natural language. After critically surveying traditional logical approaches to tense and aspect, we will read and discuss recent literature that argues for a discourse-based treatment of the tense and aspect. Students are required to read the assigned articles and present a summary of the readings. At the same time, students will gather corpus data of English or other languages and analyze the use of tenses using dynamic logical tools such as Discourse Representation Theory, and write a term paper based on their research. This is a one-to-three credit hour course and basic understanding of syntax and semantics is required. 

Requirements:

· Attendance and participation – 20%

· Literature presentation – 30%

· Term paper (due on Dec. 18) – 50%

Punctual attendance is important. Participation grade will be based on in-class exercises as well as participation in discussion of the readings.
Class Schedule (tentative):

	Week/

Date
	Topics
	Readings

	W1

8/28
	Introduction

	

	W2

9/4
	Labor Day (no class)

	W3

9/11
	Tense logic and Montague Grammar

· Tense operators

· Temporal instants and intervals

· Events

· Tense in Montague Grammar
	Bennett and Partee (1972)

Dowty (1979) ch.3
Kamp and Reyle (1993) 
ch. 5.1

	W4

9/18
	Why dynamic semantics?
· Context change potential

· Reference time

· Temporal anaphora
	Reichenbach (1947) δ 51
Partee (1984)
Kamp and Rohrer (1983)

Hinrich (1986)

Ogihara (1996) ch. 2.3 – 2.5

	W5

9/25
	Discourse Representation Theory
· DRS for tensed sentences
· Aspect
	Kamp and Reyle (1993) 
ch. 5.2 – 5.3

	W6

10/2
	Yom Kippur (no class)

	W7

10/9
	Guest speaker (Doug Roland): Corpus data search methods

	W8

10/16
	Discourse Representation Theory

· Temporal perspective

	Kamp and Reyle (1993) 

ch. 5.4

	W9

10/23
	Shortcomings of standard DRT and recent developments

· Segmented DRT

· Underspecified DRT

· Discourse types

	van Eijck and Kamp (1997) 

Lascarides and Asher 

(in press)

Reyle and Rossdeutscher (2001)

Caenepeel and Moens (1994)

	W10

10/30
	English and Korean pluperfects

	Caenepeel (1995)
Caenepeel and Sandström (1992)

Lascarides and Asher (1993)

Oversteegen (1995)

Webber (1988)

Lee (in press)

	W11

11/6
	Tenseless languages


	Bittner (in press)

	W12

11/13
	Perspectives 


	Oversteegen and Bekker (2002)


	W13

11/20
	TBA
	

	W14

11/27
	Term paper presentation

	W15

12/4
	Term paper presentation
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