KOR 411/511: Introduction to Korean Lingusitics

Department of Linguistics

Fall, 2006
Time and Classroom: R 2:00 – 4:10  @ Baldy 121

Instructor:  EunHee Lee  

                      Office: 648 Baldy, Tel: 645 – 2177 ext. 748, 

                      E-mail: ehlee@buffalo.edu
Office Hours: TBA
Textbook: Sohn, Ho-Min (1999) The Korean Language. Cambridge.  
                    Language Files. (9th edition) Ohio State University.                
                    Readings on reserve.
Course Description: This course introduces the major phonological, morphological, syntactic, semantic and pragmatic characteristics of Korean in light of linguistic/cognitive universals and cross-linguistic variations. Students will learn various aspects of the Korean language and will be provided with the tools to analyze them. At the end of the semester, students are expected to produce a paper on Korean or on a comparative analysis of Korean and a language of their choice. No prior knowledge of Korean is necessary but a basic understanding of linguistic theories is required.

Requirements:
Attendance and participation (20%)
Homework assignments (25%)
Exams (25%)
Term paper (30%)
· Punctual attendance is important. Participation grade will be based on in-class exercises and pop quizzes as well as participation in discussion of the readings.
· There will be no make-up quizzes or late homework without valid documentation or a prior consent of the instructor.

· Readings for class is very important to understand the lecture and discussion. Make sure to read the assigned chapters of the book and articles before class.

· The homework assignments consist of occasional short analyses. They contain linguistic data and you will be directed to do particular analysis. You may NOT work together for the assignment. 

· Graduate students are expected to be in charge of presenting a summary of the assigned articles and prepared to ask questions. 
Class Schedule: 

	Week/

Date
	Topics


	Readings
	H.W. & Exams

	W1

8/31
	Introduction
	
	

	W2

9/7
	Phonetics
· Romanization
· Phonetic inventory
	Sohn: 151 – 159.

	

	W3

9/14
	Phonology I
· Syllable structure

· Phonological rules
	Sohn: 159 – 177.

	H.W. 1

	W4

9/21
	Phonology II
· Morpho-phonemic rules

· Rhythmic patterns
	Sohn: 177 – 202.
Jun & Oh


	H.W. 2

	W5

9/28
	Morphology I
· Word categories
	Sohn: 203 – 218.

	Exam 1


	W6

10/5
	Morphology II

· Derivation

· Inflection

· Compounding 
	Sohn: 218 – 264. 
Cho & Sells


	

	W7

10/12
	Syntax I
· Phrase structure

· Subcategorization and thematic roles

· Word order and scrambling
	Sohn: 265 – 289.
Kim: Ch. 3.
	H.W. 3

	W8

10/19
	Syntax II
· Case marking
· Embedded clauses
· Passives and causatives
	Sohn: 322 – 345.
Kim: Ch. 4. 
	

	W9

10/26
	Semantics I
· Theories of meaning

· Lexical semantics

· Compositional semantics
	
	

	W10

11/2
	Semantics II
· Nominal reference
· Numeral classifiers

· Topic and focus
	Sohn: 345 – 353.
Kang
Wee
	Exam 2



	W11

11/9
	Semantics II
· Modality

· Tense and aspect
· Negation

	Sohn: 353 – 388
Wechesler and Lee

Lee
	

	W12

11/16
	Pragmatics

· Reduction phenomena

· Honorifics
	Sohn: 400 – 418

	H.W.4

	W13

11/23
	Fall Recess (No Class)
	
	

	W14

11/30
	Term paper presentation
	
	Exam 3
H.W.5

	W15

12/7
	Term paper presentation
	
	


Readings:
Cho, Young-mee Yu and Peter Sells. 1995. A lexical account of inflectional suffixes in Korean. Journal of East Asian Linguistics 4, 119 – 174.

Jun, Sun-Ah and Mira Oh. 1996. A prosodic analysis of three types of wh-phrases in Korean. Language and Speech 39, 37 – 61.

Kang, Beom-Mo. 1994. Plurality and other semantic aspects of common nouns in Korean. Journal of East Asian Linguistics 3, 1 – 24.

Kim, Young-Joo. 1990. The syntax and semantics of Korean case: The interaction between lexical and syntactic levels of representation. Doctoral dissertation, Harvard University.
Lee, Chungmin. 1987. Temporal expressions in Korean. In J. Verschueren and Bertuccelli-Papi, M. (eds.) The Pragmatic Perspective: Selected Papers from the 1985 International Pragmatics Conference, 405 – 447, Benjamin, Amsterdam. 
Wechesler, Stephen and Yae-Sheik, Lee. 1996. The domain of direct case assignment. Natural Language and Linguistic Theory 14, 631 – 664. 

Wee, Hye-Kyung. 1998. Semantics and pragmatics of contrastive topic in Korean and English. In N. Akasuka, H. Hoji, S. Sohn and S. Strauss (eds.), Japanese/Korean Linguistics 7, 549 – 565. CSLI Publications.
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