University at Buffalo

Fall 2006
English 102:  Writing 2

Sections E4  MWF 12-12:50 Clemens 1030
G4  MWF 2-2:50 Clemens 107

H1  MWF 3-3:50  Clemens 106
Credit hours:  3           Prerequisite:  Appropriate test score 

Instructor:  Ms. Jane Adam      Office:  Clemens 313      Mailbox:  3rd floor Clemens

Office hours:  M  W 1-1:50 pm      email:    adam_jane@hotmail.com,   adam@buffalo.edu           

 Required texts:  (available at University Bookstore)

Maasik and Solomon, Signs of Life in the U.S.A.:Readings on Popular Culture for Writers 5th ed.
Hacker, Rules for Writers 5th ed.
Also Required:

--Pocket folder

--Access to computer or word processor--all essays must be typed double spaced in 12 pt font

Course Objectives:  English 102 gives you the opportunity to  develop your logic, argument

and research skills.  You will learn what you need to write 5-10 page papers at the university level: you will work with complex and substantial ideas, do sufficient research to discover a variety of sources, incorporate and document information from these sources in your own writing,  and increase your  control of basic skills including organization, grammar, mechanics and usage. You will grow in your ability to analyze, evaluate and appreciate others’ writing.  You will have a chance to develop your own distinctive writing voice in a variety of writing assignments.


The class will work toward these objectives through reading and discussion, informal in-class writing, and invention, drafting, and revising of formal essays and a research paper--with input at every stage from instructor and peers.  To demonstrate your progress as a writer and to motivate yourself to think critically about your education, you will keep all your written work throughout the semester, and you will revise some of your essays for your final portfolio.

Coursework


Short Essays (three total, length 2-3 pages, topic choices TBA)—on very specific topics, these will help you develop skills and content to use in longer writings.


Longer Essays (two total, length approx. 5-6 pages, topic choices TBA)—these will draw on assigned reading, class discussion, personal reflection, and researched information.  For each one, you will write a draft and at least one revision. 


Informal Writings, Freewriting Quizzes, and Grammar Exercises--to be done in or out of class, individually , or in small groups as announced;  completeness will count toward final grade. You might also analyze and reflect on some of these in your  final portfolios.


Group Activities will include discussions and presentations from assigned reading, plus draft workshops for formal essays.  Participation will count toward final grade.


Assigned Reading—Chapters in Signs of Life in the USA  will provide the subject matter  for most class discussion and both formal and informal writing assignments. This text includes essays by experienced writers and thinkers as well as explanations and guidelines to apply to your own reading and writing process.  We will use Rules for Writers to review basics in class as needed; you must also use it independently to work on your individual grammar and punctuation problems and to find guidelines for MLA documentation.  


Research Paper (8-10 pages)—Topic choices will be related to our reading and class discussion—specifics to be announced.  You will use MLA documentation and follow a research process, with topic proposal, working bibliography, annotated bibliography, oral presentation (3-5 minutes), draft, and first revision due earlier in the semester; final revision due at the end.

Coursework cont.

Final Portfolio--includes further revisions of  your research paper and two other essays along with a letter of reflection on your development as a writer. You must keep all of your notes, drafts and revisions throughout the semester for possible inclusion in this portfolio.

Extra Credit—(up to 5 points total for the semester) brief and very specific research assignments that will enhance class discussion.  

Conferences:  Each student will meet with the instructor at least twice: at midterm and before final portfolio is due.

Grades


You will receive a letter grade on your short and long essays, research paper, and oral presentation.  You will have a chance to revise some of your essays and research paper for improved grades.
You must give an oral presentation and turn in all of the short and longer essays, the research paper with all its components, and a final portfolio--along with a minimum number of informal writings and in-class activities--in order to pass the course.  Your coursework will then be weighted as follows to determine your final grade:


35%  --  Essays 


35%  --  Research Paper and components


10%  --  Final Portfolio

10%  --  Group Activities, in-class (informal) writing activities, cover letters, quizzes  

10%  --  Engagement (attitude, effort, class participation, cooperation)                 

Policies

Attendance--You are allowed three absences without penalty. After that, your final grade will be lowered 1/3 of a grade for each additional absence.  Attendance will be taken in every class, but be sure to keep track of your own attendance also.  You are still responsible for all material covered and assignments due; fulfill your responsibility by contacting a classmate to find out what you have missed.

Late or Missed Assignments—If you turn in any of your formal graded assignments late (essays, research paper revision 1, or final portfolio), your grade will be marked down ½ letter grade for each class period it is late.   If you do not bring a draft on peer review/draft workshop days, you will be counted absent.  Emailed papers will not be accepted.

Classroom Behavior—inappropriate behavior includes tardiness, talking out of turn, using phones or other devices, and doing work from other classes.   You will be warned when your behavior is inappropriate and reminded that engagement (see above) is part of your grade.
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else’s words, ideas, or information.  One plagiarized essay will earn you an F for that assignment.  A second plagiarized essay will earn you an F for the course.  Learning to use sources properly and effectively is a major component of this course; if you are not yet sure exactly what constitutes plagiarism, you will soon learn!

Incompletes--Only those students who have fulfilled the attendance requirements for this course and completed all but one of the written assignments are eligible for an Incomplete grade.

English 102    Adam    Fall 2006
Schedule

SL = Signs of Life in the USA    RW  = Rules for Writers
8/28  introduction

8/30  introduction cont.  Preview SL text in class—write and share responses to the text in class.  Letter of introduction due: write a 1-2 page typed double spaced letter (as homework—turn it in today, 8/30) introducing yourself: what should a reader know about you in order to be able to understand, appreciate, and evaluate your writing? (You will probably want to write about your major, interests, personal traits, previous writing courses and experience, etc. in this letter.)
9/1  In SL read Introduction pp. 1-19. In-class writing sample based on reading. 

NOTE:  Letter & in-class writing sample will not be graded or extensively criticized, but will count as informal writings and will be very important in measuring your progress. 

9/4    Labor  Day—no class

9/6    In SL read  Prager 769-772, Hooks 610-612, student essay 41-45.  Discuss assignment for Essay #1—ASSIGNMENT HANDOUT WILL BE PROVIDED.  Brainstorm possible topics in class. 

9/8  Draft of Essay #1 due for Peer Review/ Draft Workshop focused on introduction, thesis statement, uses of description and narrative, speculation.   

9/11  Essay #1 due.  In SL read Consuming Passions 65-75, Marchand 151-159.  

9/13  Freewriting Quiz (the question will be open-ended, but will require you to do the assigned reading and be ready to write as soon as class begins). In SL read Schlosser 178-182, Steinem 183-202, Twitchell 203-207.  Discuss Essay #2 (analyzing print ad).   

9/15  Freewriting Quiz. In SL read Brooks 388-396, Easterbrook 400-408, Corliss 427-431.  Discussion Essay #2 cont.
9/18  Freewriting Quiz. Bring RW.  In SL read Omi 549-560, Gladwell 642-650, Caldwell 779-784. Discuss Essay #2 and Plagiarism.
9/20  Discussion of  Essay #2 and plagiarism cont.—assignment TBA

9/22  Draft of Essay #2 due for Peer Review/Draft Workshop focused on organization, transitions.
9/25  Essay #2 due.

9/27  Freewriting Quiz. In SL read Lubrano 420-426, Nelson 439-445, Gibson 504-512, Messner 513-523.
9/29  Freewriting Quiz.  In SL read  Bernstein 604-609, Denby 343-348, Bader 784-794.  Discuss essay 3 (Argument)
10/2  Yom Kippur—no class

10/4  Grammar review—exercises TBA.  Bring RW.  Overview of essays 3 (Argument)   & 4 (Using Field Research: interview or observation).  DETAILED ESSAY ASSIGNMENT HANDOUTS WILL BE PROVIDED.
10/6  Discussion of Essays 3 & 4 cont.  Assignment TBA
10/9  Draft of essay 3 due for workshop/peer review focused on using paraphrasing, signal phrases, and transitions in argument.

10/11   Essay 3 workshop cont.—focus topics TBA
10/13   Essay 3 due.  Extra Credit presentations. Preview of Research Paper assignment. Discuss requirements for Letter of Self-Assessment due at conference. 
During conference week: read either  Norton 83-89, Devor 458-463, Wolf 486-494, and Tannen 499-503 (if you choose Essay 4 topic on gender) or  Willis 650-662, Greenbie 672-684,  Vergara 714-720, and review Gladwell (if you choose essay 4 topic on public space).  Begin field research (interview or observation).
10/16  conferences

10/18  conferences

10/20  conferences

10/23  Draft of essay 4 due for peer review/workshop.  Workshop focus TBA.

10/25  Discuss research paper assignment, the research question and roles, research process.  Bring RW.  Handouts on research question, roles and  process will be provided.  In SL read Ch 5 intro: American Paradox 381-387.
10/27 Library Orientation

10/30  Research Paper topic proposal due—be prepared to discuss your choice in class.

11/1 Essay 4 due.  Review Library Orientation info, Notetaking for research paper. 
11/3  Discuss requirements for research progress report (oral presentation).  Discuss Essay 5 (a very short essay using one of your potential research paper sources)—ASSIGNMENT SHEET TO BE PROVIDED.  Bring one potential source—printout or photocopy. 
11/6  Essay 5 due.  Extra Credit presentations.

11/8  Research paper outline and Working Bibliography due.  MLA Style workshop.  Bring RW.

11/10  oral progress reports

11/13  oral progress reports

11/15  oral progress reports

11/17  Research paper draft with annotated bibliography due for peer review/workshop.

11/20  Workshop cont.

11/22-11/24—Fall Break—no class

11/27  Research Paper revision 1 due.  Bring other essays you are planning to revise and RW handbook.  Discuss final portfolio requirements.  DETAILED ASSIGNMENT SHEET TO BE PROVIDED. 
11/29  Portfolio workshop

12/1   Portfolio workshop

12/4  Portfolio workshop

12/6  Portfolio workshop

12/8  Final Portfolio due.

