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Background

This description highlights the regular system of Ajumbu (a.k.a. Mbu’) as known from several weeks of field
work. There may still be gaps, and some mistakes are likely.

Class numberings are meant to correspond to Proto-Bantu, though proper reconstruction has not been done.

Tone should be reasonably accurate in surface terms. Places where a formal distinction is purely tonal should ac-

curately reflect which class has a lower/higher tone than the other.

Orthographic conventions attempt to follow the “General Alphabet of Cameroon Languages”.

Like some nearby languages, Ajumbu shows significant constructionally-conditioned loss of noun class prefixes. In
fact, the prefixes found in citation forms for classes 7, 7a, 8, and 19 appear to be relatively rare in texts.

Example nouns

Class 1/2: pkid/ankd ‘chief’
Class 5/6: sha/asha ‘sand’
Class 5/7a:  ku/kakuald ‘head’

Class 7/8: kakwafs/bskwafs ‘bone’
Class 9/10:  bwa/bwd ‘goat’
Class 6a: mgyan ‘water’

Class 19/18:  fonydy/mnydn ‘bird’



Pronoun system

Preverbal personal pronouns

Sg Pl
Ist m )
2nd w3 bd
3rd wa/u b3

Note: Levels of tones on preverbal pronouns more tentative, though difference in tone levels for third person clear.

Note: Shorter form of 3s found in a text, not elicitation.

Non-preverbal personal pronouns

Sg Pl
Ist m3 sa
2nd w3 bé
3rd we bwa

Note: I can’t recall how hard I checked for inclusive/exclusive, but I’'m sure I tried. I did look for logophoricity
and could not find it.

Compound pronouns

sawd ‘1p.2s’ “you and me”

sawé ‘Ip.3s’ “me and him”

sabé ‘Ip.2p’ “us and y’all” (?)

sabwa ‘1p.3p’ “me and them” (?)

bwawé ‘3p.3s’ “him and him”, “them and him”
bewé 2p.3s’ “you and him”

Note: Elicitation of these forms was difficult. Listening to the recordings may uncover things not in my notes.

There are probably other allowed combinations, though “bwawd” ‘3p.2s’ was explicitly rejected.

Note: For more compositonal meanings, one can conjoin pronouns with “b3” ‘with’.



Class pronouns

1. (=3s) 2. (=3p)

5. y3 6. ya
Ta. (=7)

7. k3 8. b3

9. yé 10. y3

6a. m3d

19. 15 18. (=6a)

Note: Data on whether there are different non-preverbal forms is not readily available.

Note: Change in vowel for class 9 versus 10 unusual for the area.

Possessive forms

Class 1

war) sany
wa be
qy bwa

Note: Change in initial consonant for 3s possessive appears to be part of a regular change triggered by the follow-

ing vowel, though the details have not been worked out.

Class 2
bdn asany
ba abé



Class 5

yan sany
ya bé
yi bwa
Class 6

yan sany
ya bé
yi bwa

Note: There is a chance that my elicitation phrase could have obscured an initial 4 on the plural forms. This will

need to be rechecked at some point.

Class 7/7a

kan kdsany
ka kébé
ki kébwa
Class 8

bdy bdsany
ba babé
bi bdbwa
Class 9

yay sany
ya bé

yi bwa



Class 10

yan sany
ya bé

yi bwa
Class 6a

man msany
ma mbé
mi mbwa
Class 19

3y fasany
fa f3bé
fi fsbwa

Class 18 (=6a)

Demonstratives
this
1. we 2. be
5. yéE 6. yE
T7a. (=7)
7. ke 8. be
9. yeé 10. y¢
6a. me
19. f€ 18. (=6a)

Note: Whether final vowel is

checked for carefully.

[P

€ VS,

[T 1)

€

unclear in some forms (e.g., 2), but the distinction between 5 and 9 was



1. qu 2. bi

5. yi 6. yi
Ta. (=7)

7. ki 8. bi

9. yi 10. yi

6a. mi

19. fi 18. (=6a)

Associatives

1. O 2. &

5. 0 6. O(7)
Ta. (=7)

7. ké 8. bsd

9. O 10. @

6a. md

19. £5 18. (=6a)

Note: In the associative there is usually a loss of a prefix on the first noun for classes 7, 8, and 19. Those classes
with an overt associative marker also have an overt prefix in citation forms. However, class 6 seems to have an
overt prefix but no overt associative. There is a chance that my elicitation phrase could have obscured an associa-

tive 4, however.



Numbers ‘one’ and ‘two’

5 b

one

12 mwa

5/6  mwd
Ta —

7/8 kdmwa

9/10 mwa

19/18 fomwd

b

‘two
afyan
afydny
kafyan
T bafydy
fydn
mfyan

Modifiers: ‘other’ and ‘old’

“other”

1. gyd

5. gys

7. kagyd
9. gyd
6a. mgy3d
19. fogys
‘old’

1. kwald
5. kwals
7. kakwald
9. kwals
6a. mkwald

19. fakwald

Ta.

10.

Ta.

10.

18.

agyd
agys
(=7)
bagyd

akwal3
akwald
(=7)
bakwald

kwald

(=6a)

Note: 7a is plural of some nouns with singular in 5.

Note: Accidentally skipped class 8 in elicitation, constructed.

Note: There may be an prefixal high tone in class 9.



